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Wrzesnewsky}j 
bucks official 
position 


of all 3 


parties 


Urges unilateral delivery of lethal 
defensive weapons to Ukraine 


By Marco Levytsky 

A candidate in the upcoming 
federal election is bucking his own 
party’s official position and that of 
the two other major parties by call- 
ing for Canada to take unilateral 
action in providing lethal defensive 
weapons to Ukraine. 

Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Liberal 
candidate for Etobicoke Centre 
told Ukrainian News the reluc- 
tance of Western countries to pro- 
vide lethal defensive weapons to 
Ukraine, while Russia is provid- 
ing lethal offensive weapons to the 
terrorists, has created an effective 
arms embargo on Ukraine. 

To date Canada has provided 
Ukraine with non-lethal military 
equipment, but Ukraine has been 
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asking for such lethal items as anti- 
tank missiles. 

The official position of the 
Liberal, Conservatives and New 
Democratic Parties is that Canada 
should act in concert with its allies 
insofar as providing lethal aid is 
concerned. 

But European Union members 
led by France and Germany have 
been reluctant to provide such 
weapons to Ukraine on the grounds 
that it may escalate the conflict. 

And, despite near unanimous 
support for the provision of such 
weapons in both the U.S. Senate 
and the House of Representatives, 
U.S. President Barack Obama 
too has refused to provide such 
weapons choosing to side with the 
Europeans. 

One EU sate that has agreed to 
provide Ukraine with lethal defen- 
sive weapons is Lithuania. 

Wrzesnewskyj says Canada 
should take a leadership role in 
providing such weapons, just as 
we did in 1991 when Progressive 
Conservative Prime Minister took 
a principled stand in recogniz- 
ing Ukraine’s independence right 
after the referendum, while the 
United States waited three weeks 
and then again in 2004 during the 
Orange Revolution when Liberal 
Prime Minister Paul Martin agreed 
to send 500 election observers to 
Ukraine when new elections were 
called, following the falsification 
of the initial results. Other coun- 
tries then followed Canada’s ex- 
ample. 

Wrzesnewskyj's_ position on 
the provision of lethal defensive 
weapons is the same as the one ad- 
vocated by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 

“There’s only one thing that 
(Russian President Vladimir) Pu- 
tin understands and that’s strength. 
That’s why Canada needs to once 
again show international leader- 
ship on this file. Ducking behind 
President Obama saying we need 
we are waiting upon our American 
allies ... that’s not good enough. 
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The Ukraina Dance Ensemble perform “Pleskach” 


Record turnout for Toronto’s 
independence celebration 


(UCC Toronto)—‘We are de- 
lighted with the many, successes of 
the 24th Anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Independence Day Celebrations” 
held in Toronto at Centennial Park 
on Saturday, August 22nd, says 
Ukrainian Canadian \Congress 
(UCC) Toronto Branch President , 
Taras Bahriy. 

Speaking from the UCC Toron- 
to office, cluttered with) banners, 
placards, name tags and filled with 
UCC Toronto Branch members, 
Bahriy reflected on the six months 
of work that went into preparing 
for the event. 

“We are grateful to the mem- 
bers of our Board of Directors, to 
our 49 member organizations, and 
to the various non member organ- 
izations for their active and раг- 
ticipatory support in creating this 
yearly event. In particular, I would 
like to acknowledge the Ukrainian 
Canadian Women’s Council, To- 
ronto Branch (President Stephanie 
Shymko) who managed the entry 
into the park to ensure an accurate 
count of attendees and to provide a 
program booklet to all.” 

We can certainly measure the 
success of the event by the fact that 
Premier Kathleen Wynne attended 
for the second year in a row ac- 
companied by MPP Yvan Baker, 
MPP Amrit Mangat, MPP Peter 
Milezyn. Many former MP’s (now 
candidates) were present including 
former Minister of International 
Trade, Ed Fast, Conservatives Ber- 
nard Trottier and Ted Opitiz, Liber- 
al Borys Wrzesnewskyj, and NDP 
Peggy Nash. UCC Toronto Board 
member Bohdan Wynnycky pro- 
vided the introduction for the many 
speakers. 

The stage program commenced 
with opening prayers conducted 
by Archpriest Bohdan Hladio, 


Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada and о. Ostap Czorny of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
which was followed by a warm 
welcome from UCC Toronto 
Branch President, Taras Bahriy. 
Special greetings were presented 
by the Ukrainian Consul General, 
Liudmyla Davydovych, as well as 
the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Poland, Marcin Bosacki. The 
afternoon was very ably emceed 


by Larysa Bajus and Myron Konyk. 
The program theme for this year was 
“Freedom Fighters — Then and Now: 
From Sich Riflemen to ATO.” The 
program was built around this theme 
by Lesia Movtchan Artstic Director 
of Ukraina School of Dance and 
Anna Kisil, President of the Inter- 
national Organization of Ukrainian 
Communities-Fourth Wave. Lo- 
cal talent included Ukraina Dance 
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Hutsul dance by the Barvinok School. 
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«Веснянка? на відкритті Пан-Американських Змагань 


Олександер Харченко 

Цей вид змагань Південної 
і Північної Америк проходить 
кожні чотири роки у заздалегідь 
визначеній американській 


країні. Спостерігачі дивуютьтся 
успіхові канадських учасників 
у різних 


видах спорту на 


Французьке ім'я 


цьогорічних змаганнях, які про- 
ходили в Торонто з 10-го по 26- 
го липня. Канада зайняла друге 
місце після Сполучених Штатів, 
здобувши 217 медалей, з яких 78 
золотих, 69 срібних i 70 бронзо- 
вих. Американці здобули всього 
265 медалей, з яких 103 золоті, 
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"Веснянка" на відкритті Пан-Американських Змагань 2015 


81 срібна 1 81 бронзова. 

А з 7-го по 15-го липня у Торон- 
то ще проходили Американські 
змагання Парапан. Участь у цих 
змаганнях беруть інваліди. Але й 
на цих змаганнях Канада здобула 
друге місце. Перше місце здо- 
була Бразилія, вигравши всього 
257 медалей, з яких 109 золо- 
тих, 74 срібних i 74 бронзових. 
Канадські інваліди здобули 50 
золотих медалей, 63 срібних 1 55 
бронзових. 

Ще перед початком змагань 
проходила \ офіційна церемонія 
відкриття 3\ мистецькою части- 
ною. Захід проходив в Роджерс 
Центрі в Торонто (50 тисяч 
глядачів) протоягом двох днів. У 
перший день відбулася генераль- 
на репетиція (при заповненій 
залі), де всі 29 запрошених тан- 
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цювальних багатонаціональних 
канадських колективів показу- 
вали свою майстерність. На- 
ступного дня відбулося офіційне 
відкриття. 


Примітним було те, що 
організатори | заходу "Цирк 
дю Солей" (“Cirque ди Solei’) 
при виборі колективів  ма- 
буть керувалися спортивною 
витривалістю танцюристів, 


подібно до витривалості цир- 
кових акробатів, а тому й за- 
просили до участі в офіційному 
відкритті лише танцюристів. 
Так, в офіційному відкритті 
брав участь Одумівський танцю- 
вальний ансамбль "Веснянка", 
керівником якого від заснування 
(1958-го року) й дотепер є Мико- 
ла Балдецький. Очолювати тан- 
цювальну групу протягом 57-и 
років — це не легка справа. 
Найголовніший обов'язок 
у житті керівника, як і будь- 
якого сім'янина  -- це забез- 
печення своєї родини, іншими 
словами -- щоденна праця. А 
в ансамблі він повинен навча- 
ти початківців, подбати, щоб 
вони були належно вдягнені та 
купа інших зобов'язань -- все 
це на добровільних засадах, 
без жодної винагороди. Така 
дійсність в еміграційних умовах. 


Кожен керівник / ансамблю 
зіштовхується 13 проблемою 
сценічних строїв. Українські 


ансамблі по-різному розв'язують 
цю проблему. Наприклад, одна 
славна  капелла бандуристів 
замовила для своїх співаків 
сценічні строї в Україні. I про- 
блеба розв'язана на роки. 

Інша справа з танцюристами. 
Як хлопцям, так і дівчатам треба 
часто міняти чоботи, а їхні строї 
вимагають ще більшої уваги, щоб 
їх належно сприймали глядачі. 
Цілий арсенал сценічного одя- 
гу. Дівочі вінки, вишиті блюзки, 
козацькі шапки, вишиті сорочки, 
а шаравари — це такий атрибут, 
без якого на сцені виступати не 
можна. Всі ці речі мають бути у 
належному стані. Найперше, їх 
треба придбати. Або самим виго- 
товити, як це й було з ансамблем 
"Веснянка". 

Багато допомагає Миколі i 
робить для ансамблю CTOCOB- 
но строїв його дружина Гейзел. 
Вона досвідчена кравчиня: шиє 
шаравари і жіночі строї, вишиває 
чоловічі сорочки, виконує ще 
декілька обов'язків, пов'язаних 
зі строями. Вона пильнує, щоб 
усі танцюристи перед концер- 
тами мали найкращий вигляд. 


Англійка за походженням, вона 
чудово опанувала технологію ви- 
роблення строїв для українського 
танцювльного ансамблю. I, на- 
певно, зайняла б належне їй 
місце у Книзі рекордів Гіннеса, 
якби така номінація існувала. 

Тепер  Одумівський  танцю- 
вальний ансамбль "Веснянка" 
навчає молодший митець CTe- 
пан Кузів. В ансамблі танцює 
понад 30 осіб, але режисери від 
фірми "Цирк дю Солей" cKo- 
ротили кількість українських 
танцюристів на відкритті Па- 
намериканських змагань у То- 
ронто до 11 осіб. Очевидно, 
розпорядження про скорочення 
стосувалося й інших ансамблів- 
учасників офіційного відкриття. 

Учасникам танцювального 
ансамблю не платили за їхній 
виступ перед п'ятдесятисичною 
аудиторією глядачів, а натомість 
їх трактували як волонтерів, 
котрі обслуговували всі 
Панамериканські спортивні зма- 
гання 2015. Усіх волонтерів на 
Панамериканських змаганнях 
у Торонто було понад 30 тисяч 
осіб. До них ставилися як до як 
високоповажних гостей, напри- 
клад, всі вони отримали по два 
квитки на відкриття - це для 
їхніх батьків, чи їхніх близь- 
ких. Їм влаштували туристичну 
поїздку до Ніагарського водопа- 
ду, з розкішними зупинками на 
обід, а після оглядин водопаду 
-- вечерю в іншому ресторані. 
Очевидно, і за обід, і вечерю з 
напоями платили організатори. 

Дивним було те, що всі 29 
ансамблів виконували  водно- 
час свої танці під канадсько- 
тубільську музику. На жаль, 
у Роджерс Центрі можна було 
тільки дивитися захід, але забо- 
ронено було фотографувати чи 
фільмувати як на генеральній 
репетиції, так 1 на офіційному 
відкритті. 

Одумівський танцюваль- 
ний ансамбль "Веснянка" гідно 
представляє українську культуру 
на міжнародних заходах, таких 
як  Панамериканські спортивні 
змагання 2015, чи на суто 
українських імпрезах, наприклад, 
на Українському фестивалі у То- 
ронто, або на концертах на Святі 
державності, що його влаштовує 
КУК Торонто. Ансамбль часто 
запрошують на виступи в різних 
містах Канади, наприклад, цього 
року у вересні він їде до Монреа- 
лю. В архіві ансамблю є фільми 
про гастролі у Франції, у Сполу- 
чених Штатах та в'Канаді. 
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KLM drops inflight 
recordings by Lisitsa 


(UkrNews)—KLM Royal Dutch 
Airlines has dropped recordings by 
a pro-Russian classical pianist who 
is noted for posting hateful com- 
ments about Ukrainians from its 
inflight playlist. 

Valentina Lisitsa has gained no- 
toriety in recent months mainly for 
her comments on social media in 
support of pro-Russian separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. 

She has also labeled the govern- 
ment of Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko as “Nazi” and referred 
to Ukrainians as “pig” and “dog 
(feces)”. 

KLM took the action after re- 
ceiving complaints from passen- 
gers. 

In a posting on its website on 
August 28, the Dutch airline wrote: 
“KLM gets requests from passen- 
gers to alter aspects of its product 
that they consider to be sensitive, 
unclear or incorrect. KLM has 
therefore decided to remove the 
recordings of the pianist in ques- 
tion from its Inflight Entertainment 
System.” 

The protest was sparked by Inna 
Platonova, the Founder & Coordin- 
ator of the Russian Speaking Can- 
ada for Peace group, which brings 
together people of Ukrainian, Rus- 
sian, Belarusian, and other origins 
in Canada and overseas who advo- 
cate for peace, condemn Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine and 
support the principles of sovereign- 
ty, tolerance and democracy. Inna 
holds a PhD from the University 
of Calgary and is involved in re- 
search and consulting in the area of 
international development. She has 
taken the pseudonym of Thorn on 


Inna Platonova 


Facebook after receiving threats by 
Putin trolls and sympathizers in so- 
cial media following after the start 
of Russian aggression in Ukraine. 

She wrote to KLM after travel- 
ling with the airline on a flight from 
Ukraine to Canada through Am- 
sterdam stating she was appalled to 
find Lisitsa on the airline’s playlist 
and noting that Lisitsa “celebrates 
terrorists responsible for taking 
down (JMH17 and killing close 
to 300 people on board including 
nearly 200 Dutch citizens”. 

In June Lisitsa gave a concert in 
occupied Donetsk where she was 
pictured in the company of alleged 
war criminal Aleksandr Zakhar- 
chenko, whose Russian-backed 
forces have been identified by 
international investigations as al- 
legedly responsible for the down- 
ing of MH17 by allowing Russian 
forces to move a Buk missile sys- 
tem onto their territory. 


Wrzesnewsky] bucks official 
position of all 3 parties 
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President Obama has not shown 
leadership on this file. In fact he 
has shown the opposite,” said 
Wrzesnewskyj. 

He noted that the current crisis 
in Ukraine has great potential geo- 
political consequences. 

“The only guarantee that we don’t 
face a strong military escalation is 
to have a strong defense against 
this Russian buildup of soldiers 
and equipment. Ukraine isn’t ask- 
ing for Western soldiers. They’re 
just asking to have the equipment 
to hold their own. They’re not 
looking for equipment that’s offen- 
sive to be able to attack... All they 
want is to be able to defend their 
land and to defend the principle of 
living in a country that’s free and 
democratic,” Wrzesnewskyj says. 

He added that Ukraine has pro- 
vided Canada with a list of weapons 
it needs and upon assuming the 
Defence portfolio, Minister Jason 
Kenney requested an inventory of 
Canadian equipment that had come 
back from Afghanistan and told the 
Globe and Mail that none of it was 
useful to Ukraine. 

Following this, an official in 
the Defense Department leaked a 
document to The Ottawa Citizen 
which contained a list of equip- 
ment that could have been used by 
Ukraine, but instead was scrapped. 

“This was even worse than not 
just providing the equipment. The 


equipment was there, ready to be 
shipped and the minister’s office 
decides to serap it,’ said Wrzesnew- 
skyj. 

“Publicly the Conservative gov- 
ernment is saying one thing, yet the 
facts seem to be indicating some- 
thing that’s completely different 
and we can’t square it we can’t 
understand,” he added. 

He said the argument that 
Ukrainians werent trained to use 
such equipment doesn’t hold water 
because an American general who 
visited Ukraine to see how they 
were adapting to U.S. radar equip- 
ment found that not only were the 
Ukrainians learning quickly, they 
were also showing the Americans 
a few things they weren't aware 
could be done with it. 

When asked whether he was con- 
cerned about the fact he is bucking 
his own party's line on this issue, 
Wrzesnewskyj replied: 

“T’ve always believed that when 
you take a principled position that 
in due course people come around 
especially when it’s someone ...that 
has the depth and breadth of under- 
stating of the dynamic in this cur- 
rent geopolitical crisis.” 

He added that should he be re- 
elected, he would introduce a mo- 
tion in the House of Commons 
calling upon the designation of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic and the 
Luhansk People’s Republic as ter- 
rorist organizations. 


Lisitsa in her Twitter account 
also glorified Igor Girkin (Strel- 
kov) who was among the first in- 
itiators of terrorist attacks in East 
Ukraine and who announced with 
cheer that they shot down a Ukrain- 
ian plane on July 17, which turned 
out to be MH17, stated Platonova 
in an article for EuroMaidan. 

“This was then followed by de- 
nials, lies and cover ups from the 
Kremlin-run media about the at- 
tack. Now Girkin is formally 
charged for a total of $900 million 
by the families of the passengers 
on board of MH17 for his Kremlin- 
backed forces firing at the Boeing 
777 en route from Amsterdam to 
Kuala Lumpur,” she added. 

Platonova’s letter to KLM was 
followed by others and KLM ге- 
sponded to Platonova by stating: 

“We do appreciate passengers 
who reach out to us and point out 
something as sensitive and fragile 
as this matter. Our organization still 
mourns for the loss of the countless 
innocent lives lost on the MH17 
flight. We regret that we were not 
able to catch this before, but have 
taken immediate action. The artist 
will be removed from the playlist 
in our Inflight Entertaiment as 
soon as possible. Thank you once 
again for being observant and noti- 
fying us about this immediately.” 

"І am grateful that the Dutch 
company KLM took my inquiry 
and the letters from other people 
seriously and conducted their in- 
vestigation,” said, Platonova in her 
EuroMaidan article. 
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Leading the Community 


Ведемо вперед нашу громаду 


Greetings on the 24th Anniversary ої the Independence of Ukraine 


Dear Friends! 


August 24, 1991 - August 24, 2014 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, its member organizations, provincial councils and local 
branches extend warm greetings to the Ukrainian Canadian community and all those celebrating 
the 24" anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. 

Through the centuries, the people of Ukraine struggled and fought for their liberty and 
independence. Generations of Ukrainians endured and resisted years of oppression and foreign 
occupation, united in an unwavering determination to see freedom return to their homeland. On 
August 24, 1991 that dream was realized. 

Today, as we celebrate the 24" anniversary of that great day, Ukraine’s independence, 
territorial integrity and freedom are again under threat from a foreign invader. The Russian 
Federation wages a war of aggression against Ukraine, seeking to once more subjugate Ukraine 
to Russia’s tyranny. The people of Ukraine are bravely resisting this invasion, defending their 
homes, their country and their freedom. United in common purpose, with God’s help, they will 


be victorious. 
As we celebrate Ukraine’s 


independence, we pause to pay tribute to all those who have given 
their lives so that Ukraine may be free, and to all those who today must take up arms to defend 
and preserve that freedom. 

Today, let us remain united in our efforts to support the people of Ukraine in their battle to 
protect their country. Let us continue to draw inspiration from their courageous struggle. Let us 
remember that justice, democracy and liberty will triumph over cruelty, despotism and 
imperialism. And let us pray that peace will soon return to Ukraine. 


Слава Україні! Героям Слава! 


With respect and best wishes, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Paul Grod, President 
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Порошенко закликав позбавити 
Росію права вето в Раді безпеки ООН 


Росія не повинна 
мати право вето у 
голосуванні щодо 
конфліктів, у яких сама 
бере участь, вважає 
Президент України 


(Голос Америки) -- Росія 
як член Ради безпеки ООН 
не повинна мати право вето в 
конфліктах, учасницею яких є 
Москва. Про це, а також про руй- 
нування Росією світової системи 
безпеки, перспективу членства 
України в НАТО та допомогу, 
якої потребує Київ від Заходу, 
говорив в інтерв'ю «Голосу Аме- 
рики» Президент України Петро 
Порошенко. Розмову з ним про- 
вела Мирослава Гонгадзе. 

- Якого роду підтримка 
потрібна Україні від Заходу? У 
своїй промові перед Конгресом 
ви сказали, що Україна «не може 
перемогти війну ковдрами». 

- Я не тільки це сказав, між 
іншим. Але це найпопулярніше. 

- Так, це правда. 

- Чесно кажучи, моване просто 
про зброю i ковдри. Наш вищий 
пріоритет - єдність глобальної 
проукраїнської коаліції. | Це 
життєво важливий фактор. Не 
тільки для незалежності України, 
але й для глобальної безпеки. 
Тому що ми тут боремося не 
тільки за свою незалежність, ми 
боремося за свободу, ми боремо- 
ся за демократію. 

Росія перетворила на руїни 


світову систему безпеки, вона. 


більше не працює. Тепер ми 
разом працюємо над тим, щоб 
підтримати глобальну безпеку. 

Я можу підтвердити, що на нас 
лежить також відповідальність 
за імплементацію мирної уго- 
ди, боротьбу за мир, За припи- 
нення вогню, за звільнення на- 
ших заручників. Однак, єдність 
залишається ключовим  фак- 
тором, оскільки, якщо агресор 
зможе  відколоти від коаліції 
кілька країн, ми ослабнемо. Гло- 
бальна безпека послабшає. Що 
трапиться в результаті? Під час 
анексії Криму агресія на сході 
моєї країни? Росія перетворила 
на руїни світову систему безпе- 
ки, вона більше не працює. Те- 
пер ми разом працюємо над тим, 
щоб підтримати в силі глобальну 
безпеку. Ще одна умова - рух 
солідарності - це світ потребує 
солідарності. Вони повинні нам 
довіряти, 1 ця довіра для нас 
дуже важлива. 

- Ane довіряють, коли ви 
демонструєте, що вам можна 
довіряти, в цьому проблема. 

Ми зупинили найбільшу 
військову машину. Ми запу- 
стили величезні реформи. Ми 
співпрацюємо з Міжнародним 
валютним фондом. 

— Наша позиція полягає в тому, 
що ми досягли чудових успіхів 
за цей час. У нас нова парла- 
ментська коаліція менш, ніж за 
дев'ять місяців. І протягом цих 
дев'яти місяців ми створили 
нову армію. Ми захищаємо свою 
країну. Ми зупинили найбільшу 
військову машину. Ми запу- 
стили величезні реформи. Ми 
співпрацюємо з Міжнародним 


Ur сот _ pean, ЙО! 


Президент Петро Порощенко i Мирослава Гонгадзе 


валютним фондом. Ми нада- 
ли дуже сильну доповідь щодо 
імплементації. У воєнний час 
ми знизили дефіцит бюджету. 
Ми створили абсолютно винят- 
кову програму антикорупційних 
кроків, створили антикорупційне 
бюро, сформували нову поліцію, 
створили нову прокуратуру. 

- Значить, українці показу- 
ють... 

- Точно, ми запускаємо про- 
гресивну судову реформу, і це 
- нелегка справа, повірте мені. 
Здійснювати реформи у воєнний 
час. Зниження дефіциту бюдже- 
ту при такому рівні витрат на 
безпеку, повірте мені, це - нелег- 
ка праця. 

- Ви визначили кроки в бік 
НАТО i можливого членства в 
НАТО. Могли б розповісти про 
це, і яка була відповідна реакція? 

— Дивіться, ми не просимо до- 
зволу на реформи в моїй країні. 
Відповідати критеріям НАТО 
- те ж саме, що відповідати 
критеріям членства в ЄС. Вони 
збігаються на 98 відсотків. НАТО 
— найефективніший механізм 
безпеки в світі після Ради без- 
пеки ООН. І чи буде зараз член- 
ство в НАТО проголосовано, 
щоб запросити Україну? НІ. І ми 
повністю це розуміємо. Питання 
попросту було б провокаційним. 
Україна просила членства? НІ. 
Однак головна зміна у нас тут 
(вказує на голову - ред.), і це - 
розуміння українських взаємин. 
Вперше в нашій історії більш ніж 
50 відсотків українців підтримує 
членство в НАТО. Дуже просто. 
І я як Президент України можу 
ухвалити рішення про проведен- 
ня референдуму про членство 
в НАТО. Однак ви питаєте про 
позицію наших міжнародних 
партнерів, але я не можу дати 
вам цю інформацію. Під час Бу- 
харестського саміту НАТО було 
заявлено: «Двері в НАТО для 
України відкриті. Просимо, не 
стукайте в ці двері. Реформуйте 
свою країну. Побудуйте мир в 
Україні разом із міжнародними 
партнерами. І все буде добре». 

— Наприкінці вересня Bu 
поїдете в ООН. Ви очікуєте ство- 
рення Міжнародного трибуна- 
лу щодо малайзійського літака 
під час Генеральної асамблеї, 
оскільки це неможливо в Раді 
безпеки ООН. 

- Я сподіваюся. Було б над- 
звичайно несправедливо щодо 
290 жертв із різних країн усьо- 
го світу... Це була терористична 
атака. I ми - разом із представ- 
никами Нідерландів, (Іспанії, 


Бельгії, Малайзії, усього світу 
- вимагаємо відповідальності за 
цю катастрофічну терористичну 
атаку. 

Весь світ має право знати, хто 
відповідальний. На жаль, тільки 
одна країна проти, особливо сум- 
но, що ця країна - член Ради без- 
пеки ООН 

Весь світ має право знати, хто 
відповідальний. На жаль, тільки 
одна країна проти, особливо сум- 
но, що ця країна - член Ради без- 
пеки ООН. Ця країна, яка веде 
агресію проти моєї країни, - 
Росія - вона володіє правом вето, 
i її позиція говорить сама за себе. 
Проте, ми продовжуємо зусилля. 
Я незнаю, чи станеться це -я був 
би щасливий, якби це сталося на 
сесії Генеральної асамблеї, або 
на наступний день, в будь-якому 
випадку процес продовжиться. 
У найближчому майбутньому 
ми отримаємо остаточний вис- 
новок голландських слідчих. Я 
хотів би привернути вашу увагу 
до того, що для мене це було не- 
простим рішенням, коли негайно 
слідом за катастрофою я заявив, 
що розслідування не повинно 
проводитися Україною, оскільки 
головний | пріоритет цього 
розслідування - довіра. Весь світ 
повинен довіряти результатам 
цього розслідування. 

За логікою, хто повинен 
був провести розслідування? 
Країна, що постраждала 
найбільше у цій трагедії, у цій 
катастрофі. І я запропонував на- 
шим голландським колегам очо- 
лити розслідування , запросити 
фахівців з Австралії, Малайзії 
- трьох найбільш постражда- 
лих країн. Тепер результатам 
довіряють всі країни ООН. 

- Що Ви думаєте про позицію 
Росії в Радбезі ООН, чи повинна 
вона залишатися членом Радбе- 
зу? 

Радбез просто блокується і не 
в змозі виконувати свою роль 

- Я думаю, що вони можуть 
залишатися в Радбезі, проте я 
думаю, що Росія повинна бути 
позбавлена права вето в тих 
конфліктах, у яких вона є учас- 
ницею. Подібний крок не тільки 
зробить механізми Радбезу 
ефективнішим, він поверне цим 
механізмам ефективність, адже 
зараз Радбез просто блокується і 
не в змозі виконувати свою роль. 
У нас немає іншої альтернативи. 
Якщо ви приймаєте рішення, яке 
може бути заблоковане Радою 
безпеки, то повинна бути альтер- 
натива для підтримки безпеки в 
світі. Для нас це дуже важливо. 
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Death toll rises to three 
from grenade attack 


(RFE/RL)—Three members of Ukraine’s National 
Guard have died from injuries sustained after a hand 
grenade exploded outside parliament amid protests 
over a bill that could give more autonomy to pro-Rus- 
sian separatists. 

The National Guard confirmed that 20-year-old 
Oleksandr Kostina died on September 1 in a Kyiv 
hospital from injuries sustained during the August 31 
violence. 

Interior Ministry Arsen Avakov earlier confirmed 
that a second member of the security force, Dmitry 
Slastikov, had died on September 1. 

The first victim, 24-year-old National Guard con- 
script Ihor Debryn, died on August 31 after being hit 
by a grenade fragment while guarding the parliament 
building. Ninety other guardsmen were wounded in 
the incident. 

Authorities say the grenade was thrown by a mem- 
ber of the nationalist Svoboda political alliance, iden- 
tified as 27-year-old Гог Humenyuk, as the govern- 
ment forces clashed with demonstrators. 

Svoboda and the Radical Party organized the protest 
to voice opposition to legislation that could clear the 
way for pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine to 
be granted more autonomy. 

Investigators have summoned nearly 30 people for 
questioning, including Svoboda leader Oleh Tyahny- 
bok, in connection with the clashes, the Interior Min- 
istry said on September 1. 

President Petro Poroshenko met with the country’s 
top law-enforcement officers and called for a speedy 
investigation into the clashes. 

Prosecutor-General Viktor Shokin said the perpetra- 
tors and organizers of the clashes would face lengthy 
prison terms on charges of carrying out a terrorist at- 
tack. 

Parliament speaker Volodymyr Groisman urged all 
political parties on September 1 to condemn violence 
and rally around the president and his plans to devolve 
powers. 

However, the Radical Party led by Oleh Lyashko 
said it would now officially oppose Poroshenko and 
his plan, which they believe threatens the country’s 
sovereignty. 

The bill, which was presented by Poroshenko and is 
part of Kyiv’s obligations under the February Minsk 
peace accords, was tentatively approved by parlia- 
ment on August 31. 

It still requires approval by at least 300 of parlia- 
ment’s 450 deputies to be ratified as a constitutional 
amendment. 

The protests on August 31 turned bloody after dem- 
onstrators learned that the legislation had passed its 
first reading. 

Video footage that captured the grenade explosion 
showed more than a dozen riot troops limping after 
the blast, and at least one plainclothes officer falling 


to the ground and being dragged away. 

Other footage showed bloodstains on the pave- 
ment and servicemen dragging away at least two other 
wounded guardsmen. 

It was the worst political violence seen in the 
Ukrainian capital since February 2014 when Euro- 
maidan protests led to the ouster of President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Authorities said a total of 30 protesters were ar- 
rested, of which 18 remained in custody as of Septem- 
ber 1. 

The demonstrators accused Ukrainian lawmakers of 
“capitulation to the Kremlin” after they gave tentative 
approval to the bill, which sets out the language of 
a draft constitutional amendment, which would clear 
the way for granting more autonomy to pro-Russian 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

In a televised speech on August 31, President Poro- 
shenko called the violence a “stab in the back.” 

“Tt was an anti-Ukrainian act for which all of its 
organizers without exception — all representatives 
of political forces — should be severely punished,” 
Poroshenko said. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk blamed ultra- 
nationalists for the violence, which hospitalized more 
than 140 people including the wounded security forces 
and protesters. 

Yatsenyuk said the right-wing protesters were 
“worse” than the Russian-backed separatists in east- 
егп Ukraine who have been locked in a civil war with 
the government since April 2014. 

He said that the protesters are trying to justify their 
violence “under the guise of patriotism.” 

World powers, including the United States, Ger- 
many, Russia, and European Union also have con- 
demned the violence but welcomed the parliamentary 
action on the decentralization bill. 

European Council President Donald Tusk said that, 
despite some domestic opposition, the legislation must 
be implemented before the year-end deadline stated in 
the cease-fire deal. 

“J am concerned about the violence in Kyiv yester- 
day. Ша ‘sense, this shows the strong ‘determination 
of the Ukrainian government and parliament to honor 
their obligations and implement the Minsk agree- 
ments,” he said in a statement. 

“Tt shows Ukraine is ready to pay a high price for 
peace,” Tusk added. \ 

Washington also added its voice of support. 

“This action represents an important step toward 
comprehensive reform of Ukraine’s governance and 
the empowerment of regional and local authorities,” 
National Security Council spokesman Ned Price said. 

The internationally brokered accords — |signed 
by Kyiv, the separatists, and Russia — introduced a 
cease-fire and laid out steps toward a political solution 
to the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 


Kyiv invites ICC to probe for war crimes 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has accepted the International 
Criminal Court’s (ICC) jurisdiction to probe possible 
war crimes committed during Russia’s annexation of 
the Crimean Peninsula and the separatist conflict in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin said in a let- 
ter accepted by the Hague-based ICC that the court can 
investigate for the “purpose of identifying, prosecuting, 
and judging perpetrators and accomplices of [criminal] 
acts committed” in Ukraine since February 20, 2014. 

But the ICC said in a statement that accepting the 
court’s jurisdiction “does not automatically trigger an 
investigation.” 


Kyiv had previously given the ICC the right to 
probe alleged crimes committed between November 
2013 and February 2014, when pro-Moscow President 
Viktor Yanukovych was ousted after mass protests. 

Russia annexed Crimea in March 2014 and fighting 
erupted in eastern Ukraine one month later between 
Russian-backed rebels and Ukrainian forces. 

The UN says more than 7,900 people have been 
killed in the fighting. 

The expanded ICC probe could consider allega- 
tions by Ukraine and several Western governments of 
Russia’s direct involvement in the fighting in eastern 
Ukraine, something Moscow denies. 


Ukraine officially declares Russia the enemy 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s National Security Council 
has approved a new military doctrine that declares 
Russia to be a military opponent and calls for the 
country to pursue NATO membership. 

There was no immediate official reaction from Rus- 
sia, which denies claims that it has sent troops and 
equipment to separatist rebels in Ukraine’s east, and 
which opposes Ukraine joining NATO. 

The move came amid strong political tensions over 
President Petro Poroshenko’s efforts to get approval 
of a constitutional change that would devolve some 
powers to the regions, including the eastern regions 
held by the rebels. 

Opponents say the change would effectively be ca- 


pitulation to Russia. 

It was unclear if the military doctrine’s stance 
against Russia could dilute opposition to the decen- 
tralization effort. 

The doctrine now goes to Poroshenko for his signa- 
ture. 

At the Security Council meeting, Poroshenko said 
the doctrine “not only officially establishes the Rus- 
sian Federation as Ukraine’s military opponent, but 
states the task of relocating military units and creating 
the necessary military infrastructure in the eastern and 
southern regions.” 

He said Ukraine’s army must strive to achieve 
NATO standards to attain membership by 2020. 
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Poroshenko, Klitschko parties merge 


(RFE/RL)—The  рагіе5 | of 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko and Kyiv’s Mayor Vitaly 
Klitschko have merged ahead of 
local elections in October. 

Klitschko, a former heavyweight 
boxing world champion, was elect- 
ed to lead the merged party during 
a joint session of his party, UDAR, 
and the president’s Solidarity party 
in Kyiv on August 28. 

Addressing the meeting, Poro- 


shenko called on the country’s 
pro-European parties to unite, say- 
ing there were too many political 
forces in the country. 

Local media reported that the new 
political force is expected to run in 
elections under the name of Solidarity. 

Ukraine is due to hold local elec- 
tions on October 25, but the polls 
will not be conducted in the areas 
held by Russian-backed separatists 
in the country’s east. 


Nemtsov, Savchenko nominated for Sakharov Prize 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s_ slain ор- 
position politician Boris Метізоу 
and imprisoned Ukrainian military 
pilot and parliament member Nadi- 
ya Savchenko are among the nom- 
inees for the 2015 Sakharov Prize. 

The 50,000-euro prize, estab- 
lished by the European Parliament 
in 1988, is awarded every year to 
individuals or groups of people 
who have dedicated their lives to 
the defense of human rights and 
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freedom of thought. 

Nemtsov, a former Russian 
deputy prime minister of Russia, 
was murdered in February 2015. 
He was a vocal critic of President 
Vladimir Putin. 

Savchenko was captured in 2014 
by Russian-backed rebels in east- 
em Ukraine and handed over to 
Russia, where she is being tried on 
charges of participating in the mur- 
der of Russian journalists. 
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What makes 
Borys stand out? 


Borys Wrzesnewskyj, former MP and current Liberal candidate for 
Etobicoke Centre, has once again demonstrated his independent streak 
when it comes to taking principled stands on major issues, by calling 
upon the Canadian government to take a leading role among Western al- 
lies and unilaterally provide Ukraine with the defensive lethal weapons 
the country so desperately needs in order to have a fighting chance against 
Russian-backed terrorists in the Donbas. 

Putin’s regime is supplying the terrorists with state of the art offensive 
equipment to prolong their invasion of Ukraine. They have even gone so 
far as to move a Buk missile system into Ukraine, complete with the Rus- 
sian personnel needed to operate the highly technical apparatus, in order 
to shoot down what turned out to be a passenger aircraft at an altitude of 
10,000 metres. 

What the West has given Ukraine instead is non-lethal equipment and 
clothing. As Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has noted, “you can’t 
win a war with blankets”. 

In calling for unilateral action, Borys is bucking not only his party’s official 
position, but also that of the ruling Conservatives as well as the New Demo- 
crats. All three parties say Canada may supply lethal defensive weapons, but 
only — and here’s the Catch 22 — in concert with its allies. 

It’s a Catch 22 because the main European leaders - German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and French President Francois Hollande — have rejected the 
delivery of lethal defensive weapons to Ukraine, arguing this will escalate 
the conflict (as if Russian dictator Vladimir Putin isn’t escalating it already). 
And U.S. President Barack Obama — instead of acting upon the near unani- 
mous support for such action from both his houses of Congress — has decided 
to follow the lead of his wimpy European counterparts. 

It should be noted that this timid triumvirate is also pressuring Ukraine 
to give special constitutional status to the terrorists on some ridiculous 
assumption this will actually bring peace. 

If Canada simply follows the lead of Obama, Merkel and Hollande, 
then Canada too is copping out. But Canada has a special relationship 
with Ukraine and has taken the lead at historical crossroads in the past. 
The first was Progressive Conservative Prime Minister Brian Mulroney’s 
decision to recognize Ukraine’s independence right after the referendum 
in 1991 — a full three weeks before U.S. George Bush the Elder (he of 
Chicken Kiev fame) decided to do so. The second came in 2004 when 
Liberal Prime Minister Paul Martin committed an unprecedented 500 
election observers to Ukraine following the falsification of the first two 
rounds of presidential election - a move which served as an example 
for other countries to follow suit. It should be noted that Wrzesnewskyj 
played a pivotal role in convincing Martin to do so over the objections of 
his own bureaucrats. 

So Canada may, and must, take the lead in this case as well. 

Ukrainian News has consistently taken the position that our commun- 
ity needs to have effective representation in all three parties. This is most 
important in these elections in which — for the first time in history — any 
one of the three parties is in position to form the next government. 

In the next two issues we will be singling out several candidates who 
have demonstrated their commitment to the Ukrainian community and 
have become very effective spokespeople on the issues that are of im- 
portance to our community. This will include Conservatives, New Demo- 
crats and Liberals. The September 26 issue will focus on Eastern Canada, 
while the October 8 one will identify our choices in the West. 

But Wrzesnewskyj’s decision to take a principled stand that goes be- 
yond the official position of all three parties is what makes him stand out 
and that is why we decided to endorse him first. 


’ Shevchenko 
Foundation 
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10 questions for your candidate 


(CG4DU)—Elections are a key expression of cit- 
izens’ direction for Canada. The Canadian Group for 
Democracy in Ukraine has put together critical ques- 
tions to ask your candidate. It’s important to know 
ahead of time how the next government will deal with 
the issues Canadians care about. The questions below 
deal with peace and security; Putin’s war on democ- 
racy and his terror on the citizens Ukraine. 

Please ask these — and make up your own — at 
candidates’ meetings. Also, use social media, emails 
or telephone the candidates for answers. (It’s okay for 
them to call you back; not okay not to!) 

Please share the questions as widely as possible. 
Place them on the candidates’ website, send them to 
your local print, radio and TV outlets: write or speak 
to the issues in the print and internet media, with 
neighbours and friends. 

This is your way of defending the freedoms we 
enjoy in Canada and helping Ukraine. If you don’t do 
this who will? 

Here are the questions: 

1/ Russia’s aggression is not only of concern to 
Ukraine but to the entire world. Russia wants to break 
the European Union and in its place impose its own 
authoritarian, corrupt, oligarchic system of govern- 
ment. 

Ukraine is the only country fighting him іп a real — 
not cold — war in defence of the democratic way of 
life against President Putin’s return to the Dark Ages’ 
of might is right and mafia criminality. 

If elected, how will your party help Ukraine win for 
all of us? 

2/ How does your party envisage operating in a 
world where Vladimir Putin’s criminal regime — 
together with dictator-partners in Iran, Syria and 
others — destroys the international rule of law in or- 
der to gain global supremacy? 

3/ The cost of Russia’s 18 months of terror in south- 
eastern Ukraine is estimated at some 7,000 dead, 6,000 
soldiers, civilians and children missing — children are 
a particular target for kidnapping and removal to Rus- 
sia to fill its population gap — and over 1.4 million 
displaced.\ 

Despite dictating the terms of the Minsk peace 
agreements Russia has never adhered to them. Under 
your leadership, how will Canada deal with Russia’s 
aggression? 


4/ The Conservative government Ваз еп. if the | 


forefront of assisting Ukraine as a way of protecting 
our own peace and security. How will your party do 


better for democracy? 

5/ President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly defied 
the Minsk agreements and accelerated the war on 
sovereign Ukraine. Will your government put him, 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and others on Can- 
ada’s sanction list? Also, their families? 

6/ It is estimated that Ukraine’s oligarchs — busi- 
nessmen-politicians who use state assets to enrich 
themselves — have hidden billions of dollars in the 
EU and other global safe havens. Thus, instead of 
Ukraine’s natural resources and industries supporting 
the state, it’s the IMF, world democracies — includ- 
ing Canada — that are assisting Ukraine. 

How will your government ensure that the oli- 
garchs’ assets, which rightfully belong to Ukraine, 
will be repatriated? 

7/ We know from past experience that, too often, 
international aid falls into corrupt hands. How will 
your party ensure that assistance to Ukraine will be 
used as intended? 

8/ What policy changes will Canada press for 
NATO vis a vis Ukraine? 

9/ Considering the ominous implications to global 
peace and security by Russia and its partners — Iran, 
Syria and others — will your party stand up to Rus- 
sia in defence of democratic values by increasing its 
commitment to Ukraine’s military, including defen- 
sive weapons? 

10/ Putin’s regime has abducted and imprisoned 
several prominent Ukrainians among them are film 
producer Oleh Sentsov who received 20 years and 
Oleksander Kolchenko — political activists from Cri- 
mea — 10 years. Military pilot Nadia Savchenko may 
get as much as 25 years as her condemnation of Rus- 
sia’s criminality angers Putin. 

How does your party propose to deal with Russia, 
a signatory of international agreements, and its dis- 
regard for international law and human rights, and its 
return to Stalin’s show trials? 

Put briefly, the reason for asking the questions is 
to find out whether your candidate supports a mur- 
derer and intends to turn a blind eye to criminality and 
thereby threaten Canada in the name of doing busi- 
ness with Russia. 

Or, will your candidate and his/her party punish 
Russia’s President Putin? 

Ask the tough questions: it’s your right. 

Please contact us:atcefordu@gmail.com = 

The Canadian Group for Democracy in Ukraine is 
dedicated to the furthering of democracy in Ukraine. 


A soft annexation in Donbas 


By Brian Whitmore | 

(RFE/RL)—They’re\already using the Russian cur- 
rency. They may soon\be issued Russian passports. 
And in a couple of months, they plan to vote in a 
stage-managed referendum to formally join Russia. 

It sure is beginning to look a lot like an annexation 
in Donbas. Or at least a well-orchestrated bluff. 

Separatist officials in the self-styled Luhansk 
People’s Republic have formally made the Russian 
ruble their main currency. 

The ruble, of course, has long been in circulation in 
the breakaway eastern Ukrainian enclave. But effect- 
ive September 1, it has become the official monetary 
unit for taxes, the budget, wages, pensions, and other 
social benefits. 

The goal, separatist officials say, is to bring the ter- 
ritory fully into the ruble zone and eliminate the hryv- 
nia. 

The move followed announcements that separatist- 
held areas of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts will hold a 
referendum on uniting with Russia in late October or 
early November. 

And this all comes amid persistent press reports 
claiming that the Kremlin is mulling the option of 
issuing Russian passports to residents of the so-called 
Donetsk and Luhansk people’s republics. 

We’ ve of course seen this movie before — in Trans- 
dniester, in South Ossetia, and in Abkhazia. But if in 
those cases, forcing a frozen conflict and creating a 
Russian protectorate was part of an offensive strategy 
meant to exert pressure on Moldova and Georgia, re- 
spectively. 

But in eastern Ukraine, they are a sign that Moscow 
is losing the diplomatic and political tug-of-war that is 
the Donbas endgame — and losing it badly. 

And that is because Russia’s goal in eastern Ukraine 
— at least in the small chunk of territory it now con- 
trols — has never been annexation or the establish- 
ment of a de facto protectorate. 

Moscow doesn’t want the separatist territories sep- 
arated from the rest of Ukraine, but integrated into it. 
The Kremlin wants Kyiv to carry the burden of recon- 
structing the region, and it wants Moscow’s proxies to 


act as a fifth column to disrupt Kyiv’s westward drive. 

But the authorities in Kyiv aren’t letting this hap- 
pen. 

“Ukraine’s position is that it will not play according 
to the Kremlin’s script in Donbas,” Vladimir Gorbu- 
lin, a former secretary of Ukraine’s National Security 
Council, wrote in NZ recently. “The reintegration of 
Donbas into Ukraine in Russia’s terms will not hap- 
pen,” 

Sure, Ukrainian nationalists are up in arms about 
proposed amendments to the constitution that will 
devolve power to the regions and stipulate that a 
vaguely defined special status will be granted to the 
separatist-held areas of Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Those changes, part of the Minsk cease-fire agree- 
ment, passed their initial reading in parliament Aug. 
31, sparking the worst violence Kyiv ‘has seen since 
the Euromaidan revolution when protesters hurled 
grenades at police, killing three. 

But if you look closely at what is going on, it is 
clear that the nationalists’ fury is misguided. 

President Petro Poroshenko and his government are 
obviously slow-walking the process and have no in- 
tention of granting the separatist-held territories spe- 
cial status any time soon. 

Kyiv is insisting that the pro-Moscow rebels dis- 
arm, Russia withdraw its troops from Donbas, and 
that separatist-controlled areas of the border be re- 
turned to Ukraine’s control before there can be any 
discussion about the territories’ status. 

Poroshenko says the decentralization amendments 
won’t even come up for a final vote until the end of 
the year. 

“Whether or not the Kremlin removes its troops, 
equipment and proxies from the Donbas or not — and 
one has to suspect not — the final decentralization 
vote does not seem likely to occur anytime before 
Easter 2016,” political analyst and blogger Nikolai 
Holmov wrote recently. 

Holmov adds that it’s highly unlikely they will pass 
with the required super-majority as long as the clause 
about the rebel regions’ status is included. 
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Record turnout for Toronto’s independence celebration 


Cont. from P. 1 

Group, Baturyn Marching and 
Concert Band, Toronto Bandurist 
Capella, Prolisok Vocal, Chervoni 
Maky, Trio Lira, Barvinok Dance 
Group, Vesnianka Dance Group, 
Zolota Lira musical Ensemble en- 
semble and Olena Burmenko with 
ensemble Elehia. Soloists from 
Ukraine included Olha Layevska, 
Valentyna and Roman Butenko, 
Eleonora Skydanova, Myroslava 
Solovyanenko, and Marta Shpak. 
Of note was the finale of the pro- 
gram which saw the audience stand 
and join the stage performers in 
the singing of ‘Oj u Luzi Chervona 
Kalyna’. 

As always through the generous 
support of the Zaraska Family, the 
ShkilIna Rada provided a robust 
Children’s Amusement Centre 
which included inflatables, games 
and crafts. 

The UCC Toronto Euromaidan 
Committee showcased an evoca- 
tive photo display of life in Ukraine 
today — soldiers, families, children, 
war at full tilt — that were sad but 
true. The attendees were moved 


Left to Right: Etobicoke-Centre MPP Yvan Baker, Ontario Premier 
Kathleen Wynne, UCC Toronto President Taras Bahriy, UCC Holodomor 


to make donations to assist those 
in need in Ukraine and $7660 was 
collected. 

“This annual celebration could 
not have happened without the sup- 
port of generous sponsorships, food 
and beverage sales, vendor displays 
and many volunteers,” said Bahriy. 
“Without our valued sponsors, the 
UCC Toronto Branch would not be 
able to host this event”. 

Platinum sponsors for 2015 
were Northland Power, Budu- 
chnist Credit Union, and the 
Zaraska Family. Gold sponsors 
were Ukrainian Credit Union Lim- 
ited, Horodynsky Farms, Caravan 
Logistics, and the Ihnatowycz 
Family Foundation. Silver spon- 
sors were Meest, New Canadian 
Drain and Plumbing, Halenda’s 
and Delores Yarmila Buka-Hucu- 
lak. The Media sponsors were 
СТУ, Kontakt and Forum. 

Special thanks go to John Iwa- 
niura and partners Stefan Marena 
and Bohdan Werkun of Caravan 
Logistics for their generous contri- 
bution of $5,000 for the UCC To- 
ronto Euromaidan Committee and 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 


Annual Open House 


| Sunday, September 27, 2015 


Administration office on-site at St. 


Michael’s Cemetery 13819 - 82 St. 


*One day promotions on Plots, 
Niches, Mausoleum Crypts, Private 
Columbariums, and Urns. 


*Door Prizes and Refreshments 


$5,000 for the operational needs of 
the UCC Toronto Branch. 

“Our volunteers begin work on 
Friday to set up the event, run it all 
day Saturday, and then take down 
and clean up on Sunday. It’s an 
incredible team” agreed co-chairs 
Taras Antoniw and Lesia Bonk, 
and logistics captain Marijka Stad- 
nyk piped in that she couldn’t do 
it without Roman Pryslawsky and 
Lydia Falcomer. Lydia also runs 
the Chess Tournament. Kudos to 
Nadia Prokopiw and Irene Solo- 
mon who managed the marketing 
and advertising and special men- 
tion to our summer student, Paw- 
el Stech, who earned his stripes 
in event planning. UCC Toronto 
Branch Executive members Mark- 
ian Shwec, Peter Schturyn, Lesya 
Winnicki, Oksana Rewa and Olya 
Grod filled the rest of the key pos- 
itions on the organizing committee. 

To top off the day, a Zabava with 
Zapovid and Hloptsi z Mista Bands 


PHOTO — SLAWKO SEKUNDA 
Zoretsvit Ensemble from the Ukraina School of Dance 


played to a capacity crowd until 
11 pm. Many thanks to Eugene 
Iwasiuk for running the stage and 
the zabava sound systems. 

“And so, while we are wrapping 


up this event, we are already plan- 
ning for a special celebration next 
year in honour of Ukraine’s 25th 
Anniversary of Independence.” 
said a smiling Bahriy. 


BCU® 


Buduchnist Credit Union 


Head Office: 
2280Bloor St. West in Toronto ; 
416-763-6883 | www.buduchnist.com— : 


Bring your family to our family 


: Buduchnist Credit Union 
: Ontario's largest ethnic-based credit union 
: Proud supporter of the Ukrainian Canadian Community 
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Please join us for our 
Annual Open House 
which will be on 
Saturday, September 19, 2015 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 


Please join us for our 


which will be on 


сарана 


1:00 pm - 4:00 pm : 


Rosehill Cemetery Office 


1605 - 141 St. SW 
(Anthony Henday to Rabbit Hill Rd south to 
Ellerslie. Ellerslie east bound to 141 Street) 


*One day promotion on Plots, 
Niches, Mausoleum Crypts, Private 
Columbariums and Urns. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
(780) 434-5433 
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Two Ukrainian dance groups from Ed- 
monton (Vohon and Nadiya) and one from 
Regina (Tavria) toured South America this 
Summer as part of the inaugural First An- 
nual Ukrainian Dance and Culture Festival. 
Ukrainian News is publishing accounts writ- 
ten by participants of the group. Below are 
two submissions by Vohon and Tavria. There 
will be a Ukrainian-language submission on 
behalf of Nadiya in a subsequent issue of 
Ukrainian News 


Edmonton’s Vohon 
By Sheena Fitzpatrick 
“Shche ne vmerla Ukraina...” 

Audiences and performers proudly stand 
as they belt out Ukraine’s national anthem 
during the finale number of the Tribute to 
Ukraine concert. Part of the inaugural First 
Annual Ukrainian Dance and Culture Festi- 
val. An idea born from a passionate group of 
Ukrainians desiring to share Ukrainian cul- 
ture around the world, through a festival that 
celebrates Ukrainian artists and performers. 


With the intention that the festival moves 
from country to country, year after year, it 
debuted this summer in South America, and 
Edmonton’s own Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble was fortunate enough to be one 
of the first performers to share this festival 
stage with various other talented Ukrainian 
artists from around the globe. 

On July 14 the Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble embarked on a whirlwind 17-day 
South American tour, performing five con- 
certs in five cities, in three different coun- 
tries. Ukrainian communities throughout 
Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay graciously 
hosted the Edmonton-based dance group 
along with Oleksandr Bozhyk, violinist and 
winner of Ukraine's Got Talent, Maryana П- 
kiw, a talented vocalist from Ukraine, as well 
as a small group of fellow Ukrainian dancers 
from Edmonton’s Nadiya and Lviy’s profes- 
sional dance ensemble, Yunist. Vohon was 
excited to return to Brazil, having visited 
in 2010, and was looking forward to add- 
ing two more countries to their impressive 


Vohon do a Kolomyika at a Zabava 
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Alberta, Saskatchewan groups tour South America 


Tavria es Folk Dance Ensemble in front of Iguassu Falls; Brazil 


tour resume in the process — Argentina and 
Paraguay. 

Vohon was in fact so excited to perform 
once again in South America that after three 
flights and 31 hours, travelling from Edmon- 
ton to Curitiba, Brazil, Vohon eagerly headed 
straight to the Guaira Theatre for their first 
performance of the trip. Hitting the stage to 
perform in the Folk and Ethnic Festival of 
Parana, not even jetlag could contain this 
fiery group of dancers as they set the stage 
ablaze with their high-energy dances, even 
closing out the show with their audience- 
favourite, Hopak. 

Vohon performed four times as a part of 
the First Annual Ukrainian Dance and Cul- 
ture Festival over the course of their tour, in- 
cluding shows in Cascavel, Brazil; Posadas, 
Argentina; Capitan Miranda, Paraguay; and 
finally ending in the beautiful Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Visiting five different South 


American-Ukrainian communities in total, 
Vohon quickly learned that they were doing 
\ so much more than performing. They were 
\ creating ties and making new friends. 
Welcomed by each local group Vohon 
spent five evenings sharing in food, fun 


cor 
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St. John’s Cultural Centre 
10611 - 110 Ave 

Tickets: $40.00 

Children 12 and under $20.00 
Special Guest Performers 
Tombola Prizes 


Embroidered Attire Encouraged 


LE Ukrainian Dnipro Ensemble of Edmonton 
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- Українські Вечорниці 
frenia Szmihelsky Artistic Director "Aa | 
Sunday, October 25, 2015 5:30pm 


and festivities. It was an opportunity to sit 
and get to know the locals with whom they 
proudly share a strong cultural-identity. 
Whether it was trying to communicate in 
English, Spanish, Portuguese or Ukrainian, 
language proved not to be a barrier as both 
groups were still able to laugh, dance and 
sing together- resulting in many new Face- 
book Friend requests... there may have even 
been some friendly competition in the form 
of an impromptu Canada vs. Brazil soccer 
match, sorry, “futebol” match. 

To say that this tour was a “once-in-a-life- 
time opportunity” would be 100% accurate. 
It is a privilege for the dancers of the Vohon 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble to say that they 
were able to tour across South America shar- 
ing their art, making new friends and hav- 
ing fun... and have fun they did! Vohon 
experienced South American culture at its 
finest, learning to tango in Buenos Aires, 
enjoying traditional Brazilian barbeque and 
a Samba performance, and rafting down 
the Iguassu-River while being showered by 
the great Iguassu Falls themselves. It truly 
was а once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Нау- 
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Ticket апа Contact Information 


Roman Konowalec: 780.446.6908 
Luba Feduschak: 780.464.6480 
Orbit: 10219 - 97 St. 


www.dniprochoir.com 
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Tavria performing their Transcarpathian dance. 


South America tour 
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ing experienced the gratitude and 
applause (even some tears of joy) 
from their cultural counterparts on 
the other side of the world, Vohon 
understands first-hand how trad- 
itions that originated in Ukraine 
50 many years ago are being kept 
alive today by these small com- 
munities across the word, and it is 
so important to celebrate that fact- 
Slava Ukraini! 


Regina’s Tavria 
By Oksanna Zwarych 
The Tavria Ukrainian Folk 
Dance Ensemble recently had the 
pleasure of touring Brazil as part of 
the very first International Ukrain- 
ian Dance and Arts Festival. 
Accompanied by renowned 
Ukrainian artists Oleksander Bo- 
zhyk and Maryana IIkiv, as well as 
Nadiya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
and Vohon Ukrainian Dance En- 


semble from Edmonton, Tavria 
performed for outstanding audi- 
ences in Curitiba, Porto Unido, and 
Cascavel, all located in the Parana 
state. 

Aside from performing, Tavria 
also travelled to Rio de Janeiro, 
Dorizon, and Iguazu Falls to visit 
famous landmarks such as Christ 
the Redeemer and the Паїри Dam. 

The ensemble had the chance to 
meet with multiple local Ukrainian 
dance groups during their tour, and 
was overwhelmed by the strong 
Ukrainian community in Brazil. 

The ensemble also visited vari- 
ous Ukrainian villages during 
their stay, which were incredibly 
reminiscent to those found right in 
Ukraine. 

The ensemble was also presented 
with an abundance of Brazilian 
culture as well, through demonstra- 
tions of dance, music, and cuisine. 
The collaboration of both cultures 
created a truly exceptional tour! 


A soft annexation in Donbas 
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And what about that clause? It 
simply states that “The particulars 
of local government in certain dis- 
tricts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions are to be determined by a 
special law.” 

In other words, 
amendments pass, the status of 
these territories won’t be deter- 
mined until an entirely new law 
passes. 

This is clearly going to take a 
while — which is the point. 

The Poroshenko government is 
being careful to tick all the boxes 
on the Minsk accords, while at 
the same time running the clock 
out until the end of the year, when 
Moscow is obliged to fulfil its end 
— returning the border to Ukraine’s 
control. 

All of this puts Russia in a very 
tough spot. 

The Kremlin had been heav- 
ily lobbying the West to pressure 
Ukraine to grant the separatist 
areas autonomy before it ceded the 
border, but these efforts appear to 
have failed. 

This became apparent, according 
to political analyst Taras Chornovil, 
following Poroshenko’s meeting with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French President Francois Hol- 
lande in Berlin on August 24. 


even if Ше ~ 


“There was a breakthrough mo- 
ment in Berlin,” Chornovil told 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta. “Germany 
and France for the first time admit- 
ted openly that they support the 
Ukrainian side in its interpretation 
of the Minsk agreements.” 

Moscow can’t force Ukraine to 
take the rebel-held territories back 
on its terms. And this leaves it with 
three unpalatable options: restart 
the war, annex the territories, or 
freeze the conflict and turn them 
into a protectorate. 

The moves to formally introduce 
the ruble in the separatist regions, 
the threats to hold a referendum 
on joining Russia, and the noise 
about issuing Russian passports are 
a last-ditch effort to pressure Kyiv. 
And Kyiv isn’t budging. 

Which leaves Moscow stuck tak- 
ing its least worst option: call it a 
soft annexation. 

And this removes the last bit of 
leverage Russia has over Kyiv. 

“Ukraine will never now be a 
gray neutral territory between East 
and West,” Ukrainian political 
analyst Serhiy Taran told Neza- 
visimaya Gazeta. “Either we won’t 
emerge alive from this hell or else 
we will emerge very strong. I am 
convinced it will be the latter, if 
only because this is what everyone 
except Russia wants.” 


We have moved! 


Lyuba & Myrna of Solaway 
Travel have moved to: 


CAPTAIN COOK TRAVEL 
2213 West Broadway, 
Vancouver, B.C. V6K 2E4 


Our direct phone number is the same 
604-430-6789 
Toll free 1-877-430-6789 


emails: tuba@captaincooktravel.com 
myrna@captaincooktravel.com 


Upocoming Events 


14 March 2016 — Tour to Bali to visit 
the Rotary Club of Burnaby 
— “Children’s Hearing centre” 


17 April 2016 — “Sunday” Fund raising event at the Protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church, 550 West 14th Avenue, Vancouver. 

We have partnered with the Rotary Club of Burnaby “Project — Orphans In 
Ukraine”. A tour to Western Ukraine to determine the needs for each centre is 
planned for May. Please join us in this major undertaking. 

Also in May 2016 — A Cultural Tour to Western Ukraine (to include attendance 
at a wedding) 


Should your travel plans be Alaska, Europe or wherever. Please give us a call! 
B.C. reg. 3339 


19th Annual 


FESTIVAL 


September 18-20, 2015 


The largest Ukrainian street festival in North America 
| Cultural pavilions, delicious food, craft & artisan market, sidewalk sale, 
_ children’s midway, film festival, refreshment garden, street dances, 

after-parties & more ... 


© Two stages for non-stop entertainment 

о OMNI Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival Parade: Saturday at 11:00 a.m. 
о Ecumenical service: Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
о Youth performers: Sunday from {2:00-2:30 p.m. 


NORTHLAND POWER jortivann FESTIVAL STAGE 
POWER 


GTA Performers: парне Бу the 
ae Communities Through Arts and Heritage Program, Department of Canadian setae 
{at = Barvinok Ukrainian валка School 
» Colors Duo зб з 
2 Alina Guryn я ‘Light Up the Ноого- 
Rezonans Music Studio Suli Georgian Ensemble 
«Vanguard Concert Marching Band 


Natasha Dabrencky. 


‘Melodia Vocal Youth Group 
“Toronto Schoo! of Boyovyi Hopak f= у 
Yavir Dancers Zapovid Band 


Located on Bloor St. W. 
ia 23 І between Jane & Runnymede 
і subway stations 


.ukrainianfestival.com FE, 


bmn Vel a Bo 


TorkrFesth ма) || torontoukrainianfestival 
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PHOTOS — ADRIANA LUHOVY 
The older kids hike to camp along a gently sloping mountain path. 


to Canadian comm. 
‘since 1987 Learn more. 
about responsible Wind, 

Thermal, Solar and Fydro - . 
a oy development by visiting 


XRODAN 


\. 
Ж Energy Solutians 


Rodan Energy Solutions is a proud 
supporter of the Ukrainian community and 
its celebration of the 24" Anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence. 


Rodan Energy Solutions is a leading smart grid company delivering custom energy solutions to 
energy users, utilities and power producers throughout North America. 


Combining our expertise in metering, monitoring, energy management and demand response, we 
are enhancing power system reliability, reducing energy costs, and helping to develop a sustainable 
energy future. 


We're looking for top talent! Visit us at rodanenergy.com/careers 


Paul М. Grod, LLB., MBA 


Rodan Energy Solutions 


Borys Chartchenko, C.A. 
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Camp participants practice traditional dancing 


Canadian- 


run camp 


helps Ukrainian orphans 


By Christian Borys 

(RFE/RL)—Sitting on the porch 
of a log cabin in the picturesque 
foothills of the Carpathian Moun- 
tains, her back to the sun in an at- 
tempt to avoid the relentless heat, 
33-year-old Darya  Trushkina 
calmly recounts one of the many 
episodes of abuse she suffered in 
Ukraine’s orphanage system. 

She clearly remembers the pain, 
both physical and mental, of being 
tied up and beaten by her fellow 
housemates for the imnocuous 
crime of achieving a good grade. 
Such experiences became a regular 
part of her formative years when, 
at the tender age of 9, she lost her 
parents and both siblings in a hor- 
rific accident. 

Trushkina has now moved far 
beyond her calamitous past and 
plays an impressive leading role 
at Apple. Hers is one of many suc- 
cess stories that can be directly tied 
to a summer camp set in a sleepy 
mountain town deep in the heart of 
western Ukraine. 

“The most important part was 
that they convinced us that we’re 
not the trash of society,” says 
Trushkina of the camp in the vil- 
lage of Vorokhta. “They made us 
realize that we can achieve any- 
thing we want.” 

She’s referring to the Canadian- 
run orphan camp that she was se- 
lected to attend when she was 17 
years old. While there, she had the 
epiphany that her life did not have 
to be defined by anguish. She says 
she owes the transformation of her 
life to Ruslana Wrzesnewskyj, a 
Canadian native who founded Help 
Us Help The Children (HUHTC). 

Wrzesnewskyj founded HUHTC 
after witnessing the appalling liv- 
ing conditions of Ukrainian or- 
phans during a trip to adopt her own 
child, and as a result the non-profit 
organization’s camp has hosted 
orphaned children from across 
Ukraine for three weeks each sum- 
mer. Now in its 20th year, the camp 
has been attended by more than 450 
children, some as young as 6 years 
old. The majority are orphans and, 
in a reflection of the reality of war- 
time Ukraine, there is an increasing 
number of children who have lost 
their fathers to the fighting. 

This summer camp is just one of 
many programs that HUHTC runs 
throughout Ukraine. The most re- 
cent addition to their program is a 
twice-yearly retreat and rehabilita- 


tion program for the widows and 
families of Ukrainian soldiers who 
have lost their lives in battle. But 
for the past 20 years, it’s this sum- 
mer camp that has been the flagship 
of HUHTC. 

“Honestly, the first time I came 
to this camp, I didn’t even speak 
Ukrainian because I’m from the 
east. I was shocked to see that 
people like Ruslana from overseas 
were speaking better Ukrainian 
than we were,” says Darya. She 
adds that it was hard to fathom why 
anyone would work so hard to give 
them such basic goods as under- 
wear and jackets, because they had 
never received anything before. 

“In the orphanage, we were just 
constantly told, every single day, 
that we’re nobody and we can’t 
achieve anything,” she says. “But 
you come to camp and you get 
emotional support. You get told 
that you’re worth it.” 

The camp begins in early August 
of each year with children split 
into groups, ages 6-15 and 15-19. 
Participants are chosen by orphan- 
age directors based on leadership 
qualities and good behavior. The 
younger kids settle in among two 


camps established inside Vorokhta 


itself, while the older ones set off to 
their own purpose-built base camp 
overlooking the village. The latter 
group hikes to camp along a gently 
sloping mountain path that snakes 
below the wires of a rusty old ski 
lift. 

Passing through the backyards of 
hillside Hutsul homes, as cows and 
chickens roam freely in the grass, 
they see Vorokhta slowly fade away 
from view. Here, on this mountain- 
top, is where they’ ll spend most of 
the next three weeks. Isolated from 
the village, theyll only have each 
other and the counselors to build 
deep connections with. 

While at camp, they are intro- 
duced to activities such as arch- 
ery, break dancing, and baseball 
for the first time. They are also 
taught critical life skills and les- 
sons through computer workshops, 
classes alerting them to the dangers 
of HIV and human trafficking, and 
leadership programs. Finally, the 
kids will have the opportunity to 
climb Ukraine’s highest mountain, 
Hoverla, a trek that tests their men- 
tal and physical strength. 

“The goal is to get them to be- 
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і French version of 
“Genocide Revealed” released| speak at conference 


(MML Inc.)—The French-lan- 
guage version of the multi award- 
winning feature documentary 
“Genocide Revealed”, titled "Се- 
nocide d’une nation: has been re- 
leased. Produced and directed by 
filmmaker Yurij Luhovy, it is nar- 
rated by internationally acclaimed 
actress Geneviéve Bujold with 
voice-overs by well known Quebec 
actors Vincent Davy and Louise 
Latraverse. The French version is 
now available to the nine million 
francophone population in Canada, 
including the nearly seven mil- 
lion French-speakers in Quebec, 
as well as France and other coun- 
tries. French language immersion 
programs exist in every Canadian 
province. 

The documentary exposes Mos- 
cow’s policy of genocide against 
the Ukrainian nation, based on 
interviews with historians and spe- 
cialists in the field, and numerous 
documents, eyewitness and surviv- 
ors’ accounts, and rare historical 
footage. Filmed in Eastern Ukraine 
before Russia’s current invasion, it 
focuses on the 1932-33 man-made 
famine in Soviet Ukraine engin- 
eered by Stalin’s regime and the 
accompanied decimation. of the 
national elite and destruction of 
Ukraine’s historical past. 

“With French as the sixth widely 
spoken language and one of the 
very few languages spoken all 
over the world, it is vital our com- 
munity connects and works with 
the Francophone community. The 
French-version, “Génocide d’une 
nation”, will ensure awareness of 


PHOTO — MML Inc. 


Filmmaker Yurij Luhovy donating copied of the documentary on behalf of 
the Ukrainian Foundation of Ukrainian Studies to Manitoba Department 
of Education ’s Darryl Gervais (centre) and Val Noseworthy (left). 


communities in the world”, stated 
Yurij Luhovy. It will be readily 
available for teachers in French- 
language schools.” 

The French version was made 
possible with the support of the 
Shevchenko Foundation, Caisse 
populaire Desjardins Ukrainienne 
de Montréal; The Temerty Family 
Foundation, the Ukrainian-Can- 
adian Documentation Centre and 
others. There are over 220 million 
French speakers worldwide and it 
is one of the working languages of 
many international institutions. 

In July, complimentary copies of 
the French version were given to 
the Manitoba Department of Edu- 
cation for distribution to the nearly 
140 French language schools and 
immersion programs in Manitoba. 
The donation was made possible 
through a generous grant from the 


Canadian Foundation of Ukrainian 
Studies, supporting the importance 
of making French-language educa- 
tional resource material made avail- 
able to instructors. Manitoba, one 
of four provinces, has included the 
teaching of the Holodomor/Fam- 
ine-genocide in its province’s of- 
ficial curriculum. The presentation 
of the French version DVD copies 
were made to Darryl Gervais, direc- 
tor of the Manitoba Education and 
Advanced Learning Division and to 
Val Noseworthy with the Manitoba 
Department of Education. They 
were most grateful in receiving the 
documentary, emphasizing the need 
to distribute available teaching ma- 
terials for instructors. 

The French version may be pur- 
chased on the website www.ylu- 
hovy.com, calling 514 481 5871 or 
emailing: mmlinc@hotmail.com. 


Canadian-run camp helps Ukrainian orphans 


Cont. from P. 10 


lieve in themselves and their ability to do whatever 
they want to do,” says camp counselor Tanya Bed- 
narzyck, who has traveled from Canada to attend 
the camp since 2009. “For a lot of these kids, camp 
becomes an incentive to study hard and behave well 
throughout the rest of their year at the orphanage 
because, if they do, theyll be asked back year after 
year.” 

Those nearing the end of their run in the orphanage 
system face a hard road ahead. There is a gruesome 
set of statistics that belies the ear-to-ear smiles worn 
by camp participants. Some 90 percent of Ukrainian 
orphans have been abused or neglected in some way 
while in the orphanage, according to data compiled by 
HUHTC, and leaving the orphanage is no guarantee 
of salvation. 

Within a year, many of the older kids at camp can 
expect to be far removed from the beauty of sum- 
mer in the Carpathians. By next August, according to 
the HUHTC’s data, 60 percent of the older girls who 
leave the orphanage system will have already been 
illegally trafficked as prostitutes. Some 70 percent 
of the boys will be out of the orphanage system and 
into the Ukrainian prison system. Finally, 10 percent 
ee be gone entirely, having chosen to take their own 

ives. 

While many counselors, such as Bednarczyck, 
come from Canada year after year to participate in 
the camp, others are drawn from within Ukraine. 
Some are former camp attendees themselves, such 
as HUHTC Executive Director Julie Vokalyuk, while 
others work as volunteers at orphanages throughout 
Ukraine. 

One volunteer, who didn’t want to be named, 
worked at an orphanage in Donetsk when the war 
broke out. She says that her orphanage was initially 
flooded with children from orphanages in cities like 
Maryinka, which were under heavy fighting. The or- 
phanage took them all in, but she says that shortly 
thereafter, representatives from the separatist and 
self-declared Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) de- 
manded to take the kids to Russia. 


\ 

“The director of the orphanage told the DPR that 
there was no way we would allow them to take the 
kids to Russia, so they threatened her to the point that 
she fainted,” the volunteer says. “She purposefully 
fainted to defuse the situation, and that spooked the 
DPR guys enough that they left the orphanage. Once 
they were gone, we quickly devised a way to evacuate 
the children.” 

She says they spent the next few days making phone 
calls to concoct an escape plan, using code words be- 
cause they feared their phones were tapped: “Small 
roses meant the young children and large roses indi- 
cated older kids.” 

Once on the train, they all sat separately, so as not 
to arouse suspicion, and communicated only via eye 
movements. 

“When we finally crossed into Ukrainian-held terri- 
tory, we all stood up and finally greeted each other,” 
she says. 

On the last weekend of camp, the organization sur- 
prised the kids by holding an enormous traditional 
Ukrainian wedding, and a concert with performances 
that went well into the night. Emceeing the concert 
was Ruslana’s own daughter, Hannah, who brought 
one of the campers onstage to read a poem he’d writ- 
ten. The young, wheelchair-bound boy brought many 
in the crowd to tears with his vision of a peaceful 
Ukraine. The night wrapped up with an address from 
the presidential adviser on child policy, who traveled 
to the camp with an eye on adopting its approach as a 
model for Ukraine’s orphanage system. 

Ruslana says that Help Us Help The Children will 
continue to adapt to meet the needs of Ukrainian fam- 
ilies impacted by the war. - 

“We’ve already got the rehabilitation program go- 
ing for war widows, and we’ve run our first two ses- 
sions of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder counseling 
for soldiers returning from the front,” she says. “All I 
really wanted to do was start a summer camp for kids, 
and I didn’t even know what kind of camp it would be, 
but now we’ve evolved so much from what it first was 
and will continue to do so.” 


Christian Borys is a Canadian journalist based in 
Ukraine 
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James Sherr to 


Renowned British expert to give keynote 
banquet address on the global impact of 
the current Russia Ukraine conflict 


(CIUS-Edmonton)—James 
Sherr, a renowned expert on Rus- 
sian-Ukrainian relations, is coming 
to Edmonton to take part in a ma- 
jor international conference being 
organized at the University of Al- 
berta by the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) and the 
New York and Washington-based 
Center for US-Ukrainian Rela- 
tions. 

He is to give the keynote address 
at a banquet on 24 October con- 
cluding “Contested Ground: The 
Legacy of the Second World War 
for Eastern Europe,” a scholarly 
examination of the impact of the 
conflict on Ukraine and Warsaw 
Pact states by more than two dozen 
specialists from eleven countries. 
The distinguished group of experts 
will be speaking on the short- and 
long-term effects of the Second 
World War in countries that were 
taken by the Red Army and after- 
wards became republics, satellites, 
or uneasy neighbours of the Soviet 
Union. 

The war cast a particularly long 
shadow over East European nations 
that had been major battlegrounds 
in the conflict, which killed tens of 
millions, mostly civilians. After be- 
ing contested militarily in the strug- 
gle to defeat Nazi Germany, ter- 
ritories occupied by Soviet forces 
became ideological fronts during 
the Cold War, which pitted capital- 
ist Western democracies against 
communist dictatorships with state- 
run economies in a decades-long 
competition for global influence. 
In Eastern Europe, official histor- 
ies of the war and public commem- 
orations of it were scripted largely 
in deference to the Kremlin so as 
to reinforce its claims to hegem- 
ony over lands effectively ceded to 
Moscow’s control by the Yalta and 
Potsdam agreements. “Contested 
Ground” will explore how vari- 
ous East European societies had to 
cope with consequences of the war 
that were often very different from 
those confronted by the liberated 
states of Western Europe. Long 
after hostilities ceased and recon- 
struction had largely been com- 
pleted, Eastern Europe retained its 
contested character as a result of 
the redrawing of borders, geopolit- 
ical realignments, and East-West 
political, military, economic, and 
cultural rivalries. 

“The impact of the war varied 
from country to country, which is 
why the conference will feature 
speakers from Romania, Moldova, 
Ukraine, and Poland, as well as 
Finland and the Baltic republics,” 
explains CIUS director Dr. Volody- 
myr Kravchenko. “The objective is 
to discuss postwar developments 
in Eastern Europe in a way that 
encourages comparative analysis, 
focusing on the shared as well as 
distinct experiences of the states 
affected by the war. Of course, the 
postwar architecture of the region 


James Sherr, 


was dramatically altered by the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, although 
Russia is currently attempting to 
resurrect the divisions that deter- 
mined East-West relations during 
the Cold War.” 

Sherr has numerous publications 
on Soviet and Russian military, se- 
curity, foreign and energy policy. 
He has written about NATO and 
European Union enlargement, as 
well as Ukraine’s domestic chal- 
lenges and its efforts to deal with 
Russia and the West An associ- 
ate fellow and former head of the 
Russia and Eurasia Program at the 
Royal Institute of International Af- 
fairs (Chatham House), from 1993 
to 2012 he was a member of the 
Social Studies Faculty of Oxford 
University. He is currently a Senior 
Fellow of the Institute of Statecraft 
and a Visiting Fellow, Razumkov 
Centre for Economic and Political 
Studies, in Kyiv, Ukraine. Highly 
regarded in diplomatic circles, he 
is regularly consulted by the UK, 
NATO, the EU and partner coun- 
tries on Russia, Ukraine and the 
Black Sea region. 

Sherr will speak on the topic, 
“The ‘Peace of 1945’ and the 
Current State of World Affairs,” 
focussing on how the legacy of 
the Second World War in East- 
em Europe continues to influence 
geopolitical relations in the inter- 
national arena. 

The banquet will be held on the 


evening of Saturday 24 October _ 


2015, at the University of Alberta’s 
Lister Conference Centre, 11637- 
87 Avenue. The event is being used 
to launch commemorations mark- 
ing the fortieth anniversary of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies. The two-day academic 
sessions as well as the banquet 
are open to the public, but seating 
for both is limited. Tickets for the 
banquet can be purchased for $125 
from banquet committee members 
or ordered by calling CIUS at (780) 
492-6845. For information on how 
to register and to view the full 
conference program, visit http:// 
ukrainian-studies.ca/2015/06/16/ 
contested_ground/. 
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Учасники семінару, викладачі, семінарний хор, управа УМТА 


ФОТО — ЇВАН ГУК 


ХХІУини Семінар Українських Хорових Диригентів 


Орися Олійник, Едмонтон 

В суботу, 15ro серпня цього року, в приміщенні 
Інституту св. Івана в Едмонтоні, відбувся кінчальний 
виступ студентів-диригентів котрі зібралися тут від 
7 до 16 серпня на 24-ий семінар хорових диригентів. 
Це другий з черги відновлених семінарів. Пригадую 
читачам що після 16 річної перерви Українське Музичне 
Товариство Альберти (УМТА) два роки тому відновило 
ці семінари, і наразі відбуваються вони що два роки. 

Цього року викладачами були: маєстро Лаврентій 
Івашко, Ірина Шмігельська, Єлисавета Лісова- Андерсон, 
др. Андрій Горняткевич, та Ірина Тарнавська. Необхід- 
ною допомогою підчас семінаря були дві піаністки: Ipu- 
на Тарнавська та Галина Лазурко. 

Маєстро Лаврентій Івашко, колишній диригент віден- 
ського хору хлопчиків, відзначає 2/-ий сезон активної 
праці в оттавському музичному середовищі. Ад'юнкт- 
професор хорового мистецтва Оттавського університету. 
Одержав престижну нагороду за хорове диригування ім. 
Леслі Белл. Треба згадати що 1981ro року відбув МІ-ий 
Семінар українських хорових диригентів. На цьогоріч- 
ному семінарі викладав вокальну техніку, техніку веден- 
ня репетицій, техніку диригування, та хорознавство. 

Грина Шмігельська брала участь у майже усіх семіна- 
рях хорових диригентів, зразу як учениця, а згодом як 
учителька диригування. Вона бувший диригент хору 
"Верховина" i діточого хору "Струмочок", а від 2011 


- року, музичний керівник 1 диригент хору "Дніпро". Ta- 


кож займає різні діловоди УМТА вже 30 років. На семі- 
нарі викладала хорознавство та техніку диригування. 

Єлисавета Лісова-Андерсон диригує хором церкви св. 
Василія Великого від 1980 року, а від 1987 року, едмон- 
тонським швайцарським чоловічим хором. В 1987 році., 
диритувала у церкві св. Василія величавим збірним аль- 
бертським хором з нагоди прем'єри Юрія Фіяли "Боже- 
ственної літургії на славу 1000-ліття Хрещення Украї- 
ни?. В 2012-му році, одержала “Con Spirito Award” від 
альбертської хорової федерації за її енергійне розповсю- 
джування хорової музики. Єлисавета також навчалась в 
майже усіх семінарях. Цього року провадила лекції цер- 
ковної музики та керуванням церковним хором. 

Андрій Горняткевич багато разів виступав з бандурою 


в Канаді, США, Німеччині та Україні. В тих же держа- 
вах, він або навчав гру на бандурі, або читав лекції про 
неї. Він редагував 1 видав Зіновія Штокалків "Кобзар- 
ський підручник", по-англійському i по-українському, 
та збірку його нот, під назвою "Кобза". Є членом наці- 
ональної спілки композиторів України і Всеукраїнської 
Музичної Спілки (як музиколог). На семінарі викладав 
історію української хорової музики. 

Грина Тарнавська є вчителька музики, головна акомпа- 
ніаторка хору " Дніпро? від 1976 року, a Edmonton Swiss 
Men’s Choir від 1987 до 1992 років. У 1996-му році зор- 
ганізувала мішаний хор при парафії св. Юрія Перемож- 
ця в Едмонтоні, і все шукає унікального духовного "а 
cappella” репертуару. Член управи YMTA 30 років. Бра- 
ла участь в семінарях багато разів, чи як курсант, чи як 
піаністка. Тепер викладала аналіз партитур в додатку до 
акомпаніааторських завдань. 

Галина Лазурко диригувала хором "Верховина" в Ед- 
монтоні 18 років. Під її орудою хор виступав на різних 
концертах в Канаді, Сан Дієго, Бразилії та Коста Ріці. 
Незабутний концерт в Едмонтоні відбувся в 2009 році 
під назвою "Лист". Зараз Галина диригує хором "Акола- 
да. і 

Треба підкреслити що усі викладачі котрі навчалися 
на бувших семінарях, робили це в ті часи коли головним 
викладачем був бл. п. Володимир Колесник. 

Учасників на семінарі було шість. З найдальша до 
найближча приїхали: Роксолана Мішалов (Сидней, Ав- 
стралія), Оксана Ласовська (Меріленд, США), Мішел 
Ламберц (Овк Блаф, Манітоба), Маруся Кошарич (Кал- 
гарі, Альберта), Кімберлі Кокран (Cr. Алберт, Альберта) 
та Христина Коваленко (Едмонтон; Альберта). 

Два рази денно відбувалися сесії з семінарним хором, 
до складу котрого також входило 18 хористів з різних 
хорів Едмонтону які добровільно присвячували свій час. 

Вивчено репертуар як слідує: «Алилуя» та «Святий 
Боже» о. І. Сембрата, ЧСВВ; «3 ночі опівночі» (коля- 
да) М. Гайворонського; «Христос Воскрес» (велико- 
дний тропар) П. Козицького; «Проса покошено» (сл. 
М.Рильського) I. Майбороди; «Полюбила чорнобрива 
козака дівчина» (сл. Т. Шевченка) обр. Ф. Надененка; 
«Не стелися, зелений кудрявчик» (народня пісня) обр. 


П. Козицького; «Гей, Бескиди мої» (сл. Б. Стельмаха) І. 
Майчика; «Чого являєшся мені у сні» (сл. І. Франка) В. 
Пучко; «Мак» (народня пісня) обр. М. Леонтовича; «Ой, 
вербо, вербо, кучерява» (народня пісня) обр. В. Кікти; 
«Многая Літа» С. Краєвської. 

Цьогорічним учасникам пощастило тим що їх було 
шість, а творів що входили до репертуару - дванадцять. 
Тому й так склалось що перший раз на семінарі кожний 
учасник продиригував двома творами. За звичай до 
цього часу, кожний диригент виступав з одним твором, 
а часом декотрі твори повторювались на програмці. 

Підчас семінаря відбулася сесія відкрита для публі- 
ки присвячена Пасхальній Літургії о.Івана Сембрата, 
ЧСВВ. Ця літургія написана на чоловічий хор. Нещодав- 
но була записана в Едмонтоні, за участю 50-ох хористів 
з різних хорів (деякі з України), під орудою маєстра Ми- 
хаїла Цавг (Michael Zaugg, musical director and conductor, 
Pro Coro Canada). Отець Сембрат цікаво розповідав про 
цей твір, ділився своїми переживаннями та перспектива- 
ми, а маєстро Цаві говорив про твір зі своєї точки зору. 
Нетерпеливо чекаємо на випуск цього запису! 

Семінар хорових диригентів є, на мою думку, 
найважливіший проєкт УМТА. Українці - це співучий 
народ. Україна має безліч хорових скарбів, а також 
постійно нові твори творяться. Треба плекати майбутніх 
диригентів щоб ці музичні шедеври виконувалися. За- 
кликаю усіх зацікавлених в хоровому мистецтві щоб вже 
від тепер мали на увазі 2017 рік та місяць серпень. Час 
дуже швидко летить. 

На кінець, щира подяка слідуючим організаціям за 

фінансову підтримку: 
Фундація Тисячоліття Християнства України; Товариство 
Української Спадщини Алберти; Українсько-Канадська 
Фундація ім. Т. Шевченка; Українсько-Канадське Бла- 
годійне Товариство в Едмонтоні;Едмонтонський Хор 
Дніпро; Ліга Українців Канади; Інститут св. Івана; і 
Український Ансамбль Верховина. 

До організаційного комітету входили: Люба Бойко- 
Белл, Марія Дитиняк, Галина Котович, Ксеня Мариняк, 
Орися Олійник, Ірина Тарнавська, Ксеня Федина та Іри- 
на Шмігельська. 

До слідуючого разу! 


Уряд має «зайві гроші» і пустить їх на підвищення зарплат 1 пенсій 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Український уряд накопичив рекордну кількість 
коштів Ha рахунках, звітують у Державному 
казначействі. Прем'єр Яценюк вважає, що це є резуль- 
татом економічної стабілізації та дає підстави збільшити 
зарплати і пенсії. Економісти, зі свого боку, вважають 
велику кількість коштів на державних рахунках ситуа- 
тивною. На їхню думку, це свідчить не про відновлення 
економіки, а лише про відсутність помітного падіння. 

Залишки коштів на єдиному казначейському рахунку 
становлять 45 мільярдів 853 мільйони гривень, що на 32 
мільярди більше, ніж було 1 вересня рік тому. Про це 
повідомила прес-служба Державної казначейської служ- 
би України. За її даними, лише за серпень 2015 року об- 
сяг коштів на єдиному казначейському рахунку зріс на 
12,6 мільярда гривень, а за два попередні місяці - на 20 
мільярдів. 

Єдиний казначейський рахунок (ЄКР) є основним 
місцем накопичення та розподілу державних коштів, 
саме з нього уряд робить основні виплати для виконання 
бюджету. 

Український уряд стабілізував економічну ситуацію 
та наповнення бюджету, і завдяки цьому накопичив 
додаткові кошти. Так пояснює нинішню ситуацію 
прем'єр Арсеній Яценюк. 

«Протягом дев'яти останніх місяців уряд робить 


все, щоб стабілізувати економічну ситуацію в Україні, 
в умовах, коли вона потерпає від російської агресії. 
Нам вдалося домогтися списання 20 відсотків держав- 
ного боргу. Це дає змогу Україні далі формувати по- 
душку економічної стійкості та залучати інвесторів», - 
наголошує прем'єр. 

Саме ця «подушка безпеки», накопичена казначей- 
ством та Нацбанком України, а також краща податкова 
дисципліна в державі дають змогу підвищити зарплати 
й пенсії з першого вересня, переконує прем'єр. 

«Ми разом з президентом ухвалили рішення про 
підвищення соціальних стандартів. Чинний закон перед- 
бачав, що зарплатня 1 пенсії зростуть із І грудня. Але 
ми працювали над тим, щоб зробити це з вересня. Для 
реалізації цього наміру був потрібен додатковий ресурс 
у понад 10 мільярдів гривень, 1 ми такий ресурс знайш- 
ли», - звітує Яценюк. 

Держава має кошти для того, щоб уперше за півтора 
роки підвищити соціальні стандарти, про це говорить не 
лише прем'єр Арсеній Яценюк, а й міністр соціальної 
політики Павло Розенко. Міністр анонсує швидкі зміни 
до закону про бюджет, які закріплять підвищення зар- 
плат 1 пенсій з вересня, яке вже анонсувала влада. 

Великий залишок коштів на рахунку Держказначей- 
ства свідчить не так про відновлення економіки, як про 
відсутність катастрофічного падіння, зазначає економіст 


Олександр Жолудь в коментарі Радіо Свобода. 

«Основна причина зростання залишків на ЄКР в тому, 
що в бюджет 2015 року закладалася менша інфляція, але 
вона зростає, тому зростають і бюджетні надходження 
від експорту в гривні й номінально (в гривні, а не у пере- 
рахунку на іноземну валюту) зростає залишок на рахун- 
ку. Вважати це ознакою зростання економіки некоректно 
— це лише свідчить про те, що ми не маємо її відчутного 
падіння. Адже залишок залежить як від стану економіки 
й бюджету зокрема, так і від рівня інфляції», - пояснює 
економіст. 

Накопичення коштів на єдиному казначейському ра- 
хунку є наслідком швидшого наповнення бюджету, од- 
нак його нині викликало не економічне зростання, а інші 
чинники, пояснює Радіо Свобода інший економіст Дми- 
тро Боярчук. 

«Профіцит державного бюджету відбувається пере- 
важно за рахунок місцевих. Місцева влада побоюється 
витрачати ці кошти, тому вони накопичуються, - 
констатує Боярчук. - Але доходи бюджету нині почува- 
ються непогано. Не скажу, що це є здоровим зростан- 
ням, бо бюджет наповнюється швидшими темпами, 30- 
крема через надходження з НБУ і завдяки зміні ситуації 
зі збором та відшкодуванням ПДВ. Наступне півріччя 
може бути не таким позитивним: буде сплеск бюджет- 
них відрахувань на субсидії». 


Ukrainian Меууз/Українські вісті, September 10 - 23, 10 - 23 вересня, 2015 


World powers continue Poisoned chalice 
pressure on Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—World powers have condemned deadly vio- 
lence outside Ukraine’s parliament and urged legislators to 
keep up their work decentralizing the government through 
measures that implement the Minsk cease-fire agreements. 

Statements of concern from the United States, Germany, 
Russia, and the European Union came as Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk blamed ultranationalists for 
the violence, which left at least 122 injured and killed two 
Ukrainian national guardsmen. 

In an address on live television, Yatsenyuk said the right- 
wing protesters were “worse” than the Russian-backed sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine who have been locked in a civil 
war with the government since last year, because their vio- 
lence comes “under the guise of patriotism.” 

“At a time when Russia and its bandits are seeking to de- 
stroy the country but are unable to do this on the front line, 
the so-called pro-Ukrainian political forces are trying to 
open a second front inside the country,” Yatsenyuk said. 

He called for life imprisonment for the protester who 
threw a grenade that killed the guardsmen. 

World powers deplored the violence and urged Ukrainian 
leaders to forge ahead with constitutional changes aimed at 
carrying out pledges in Minsk to grant more power to local 
governments, including those in eastern Ukraine. 

“Street violence is unacceptable under any circumstance, 
but violence against the decisions of an elected parliament is 
even more so,” the German foreign ministry said. 

“Tn a democratic society, grievances must be addressed 
peacefully and lawfully,” said deputy U.S. State Department 
spokesman Mark Toner. “We call for a full investigation into 
the cause of today’s violence. Those responsible should be 
held accountable.” 

“Today’s events are very worrying,” said EU foreign- 
affairs head Federica Mogherini, adding that the legislative 
“process shouldn’t be jeopardized by violence.” 

Kyiv’s Western allies see the reforms as a chance to end 
the armed conflict in the east that has claimed more than 
6,800 lives over the past 16 months. 


Mogherini said the constitutional amendments legislators 
approved in an initial vote “will facilitate the implementa- 
tion of the Minsk agreements” by taking "ап important step 
that paves the way towards a substantial devolution of pow- 
ers from the central level to regions and communities.” 

Mogherini said the EU wants the Ukrainian parliament 
to continue adopting the decentralization amendments in a 
final reading later this year, as well as continuing work on 
judiciary-related constitutional amendments. 

In the initial vote, 265 legislators supported the reforms. 
Three parties that are part of the majority coalition in parlia- 
ment refused to give their support, showing the difficulty 
that Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko faces even within 
his own pro-Western camp in fulfilling the peace agreement. 

In the second reading, which is expected by the end of the 
year, the amendments will require a two-thirds majority of at 
least 300 lawmakers to pass. 

The EU is confident, Mogherini said, that “Ukraine will 
stay firmly on its way to further reforms, both institutional 
and economic, as well as a comprehensive reform of the po- 
lice and the law enforcement sector to ensure public order 
and safety across the country.” 

The Organization for Cooperation and Security in Eur- 
ope’s Parliamentary Assembly President Ilkka Kanerva said 
that “the last thing that Ukraine needs is more blood spilled 
on its soil and more destruction.” 

While the constitutional changes are “tough and emotion- 
ally charged,” he said, “they have a direct bearing on war 
and peace and commitments under the Minsk agreements. 
Broad national dialogue and work through democratic chan- 
nels is what is needed, not bombs.” 

A Kremlin spokesman also condemned the “displays of 
violence,” but dismissed the legislative reforms as only an 
“imitation” of compliance with the February peace deal. 

Russia has been demanding that the Russian-speaking re- 
gions in Ukraine’s east, which have been demanding auton- 
omy, have their special status spelled out in constitutional 
amendments that would be very hard to overturn. 


Saakashvili, Yatsenyuk spar 
over Ukrainian reforms 


(RFE/RL)—A war of words has erupted between Ukrain- 
ian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and former Georgian 
President Mikheil Saakashvili, now governor of Ukraine’s 
Odesa region, over the pace and depth of reforms being im- 
plemented by the government in Kyiv. 

Saakashvili lashed into Yatsenyuk’s reform agenda during 
a September 3 television interview with Ukraine’s Channel 
5 network, saying government institutions were suffering 
from “paralysis” and accusing officials in Kyiv of “sabo- 
tage” against his own reform efforts. 

“Decisions about reforms are not being made,” Saakash- 
vili told the network owned by Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko, who tapped the former Georgian leader to head 
the Odesa region in May. “What the government is calling 
reforms, I can’t call reforms.” 

Speaking in Russian, Saakashvili added that he had heard 
Yatsenyuk “call raising tariffs reforms.” 

“T don’t call those reforms,” he said. “I call that the con- 
sequences of the economic crisis, the consequences of what 
is happening in the country. Tariffs indeed need to be raised. 
But this is not reform.” 

Yatsenyuk responded sharply at a September 4 cabinet 
meeting, describing Saakashvili’s criticism as “deceitful ac- 
cusations” that will only hamper Ukraine’s reform efforts. 

“T understand how difficult things are for him,” Yatsenyuk 
said, according to an official transcript. “They’re difficult for 
everyone. We can all agree on this. For that reason, emotions 
and baseless accusations play into the hands of those who 
are against reforms in the country and those who are against 
real change in Ukraine.” 

Ukraine has long been beset by political infighting and 
ruthless jostling for power among its tycoons, a caste from 
which Poroshenko, a billionaire chocolate manufacturer, 
emerged to win last year’s presidential election after ex- 
President Viktor Yanukovych fled the country amid mass 
unrest. 

Tensions between Yatsenyuk and Poroshenko — as well 
as other opponents of the previous regime — have surfaced 
since the Euromaidan protests that helped oust Yanukovych, 
a Kremlin ally, in February 2014. 

These fissures are widely seen as capable of derailing re- 
forms and plunging the country into further political turmoil 
at a time when Ukraine continues to battle pro-Russian sep- 
aratists in the east of the country despite a fragile cease-fire 


reached in Minsk in February. 

Saakashvili, a longtime friend of poretnenkGl 5, 15 widely 
credited with conducting sweeping reforms in his native 
Georgia, including a harsh crackdown on drugs and govern- 
ment corruption. 

He has appeared committed to launching similar efforts in 
Odesa, whose eponymous main city is a notorious hub for 
crime and drug trafficking and has come under additional 
pressure with the arrival of Ukrainians displaced by war to 
the east. 

A recent petition posted on the Ukrainian president’s 
newly launched online initiative to court voters’ ideas pro- 
posed appointing Saakashvili to Yatsenyuk’s post in order to 
speed reforms. 

The petition had garnered 550 signatures as of September 
4, well below the 25,000 required for consideration by the 
government. 

In his interview with Poroshenko’s Channel 5, Saakash- 
vili suggested “central structures of authority” controlled by 
“oligarchs” in Kyiv are organizing a campaign of “sabotage” 
against him. 

“Authorities in Ukraine are controlled by oligarchic inter- 
ests,” Saakashvili said. 

Saakashvili told RFE/RL’s Russian Service in a Septem- 
ber 4 interview that previous cadres of “corrupt” Ukrainian 
bureaucrats were now “playing dead” but “definitely are not 
dead.” 

“They undoubtedly will try to disrupt [anticorruption ef- 
forts],” Saakashvili said, adding that he and his team were 
trying to make Odesa an example for reforms across all 
Ukraine. 

Yatsenyuk, meanwhile, criticized Saakashvili for person- 
nel decisions and delays in presenting a plan for a road to be 
built to the Romanian border. 

Calling Saakashvili by his first name, Yatsenyuk said the 
Odesa governor “should work” and “will work.” 

"І don’t react to any personal attacks,” Yatsenyuk said. 
“This isn’t about personalities or emotions. This is about 
responsibility for the fate of the country. About my respon- 
sibility before Ukraine. About Mikheil’s responsibility be- 
fore Odesites.” 

He added: “Any attempt to say, ‘They didn’t give it to me,’ 
or, “I wasn’t able to,’ this is not right. It’s a sign of weakness. 
Strong people stand up and act. Let’s do that together.” 


Russian loan looms as 
threat to Ukraine bailout 


By Charles Recknagel 

(RFE/RL)—When Moscow gave Kyiv a $3 billion loan 
in 2013 as part of incentives to keep its distance from the 
European Union, many Ukrainians regarded it as a poisoned 
chalice and a further reason to get rid of then-President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych. 

Now, they are seeing just how dangerous the gift was, 
as Russia threatens to block future International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) funds to Ukraine if it does not fully pay back the 
loan when it comes due in December. 

The loan has long stayed quietly in the background of the 
upheaval in Ukraine, seeming to pose no particular problems 
for Ukraine despite its controversial origin. The $3 billion 
was the first tranche of a $20 billion Russian bailout intend- 
ed to woo Kyiv away from signing an Association Agree- 
ment with the EU and to join Russia’s own regional trade 
bloc instead. 

But while the first tranche was paid to Kyiv in December 
2013, the rest of the bailout package was suspended after - 
Yanukovych fled the country last year during the Euromai- 
dan protests. 

Since then, Ukraine has continued to make interest pay- 
ments on the loan, despite relations between Kyiv and Mos- 
cow being ripped to shreds. But now Moscow appears to 
have suddenly found a new use for the loan as a tool to exert 
further pressure on Ukraine at a time when Kyiv is reeling 
from Russia’s annexation of Crimea, from the Russian- 
backed separatist rebellion in eastern Ukraine, and the loss 
of a fifth of its economy. : 

The pressure over the loan comes as Ukraine seeks to re- 
negotiate its massive $72 billion debt burden with its major 
commercial creditors as part of an IMF-backed plan to stabilize 
its economy. A group of creditors that owns half of Ukraine’s 
commercially issued debt agreed in August to accept a 20 per- 
cent reduction to the amount of principle they are owed. 

However, Moscow has said it views its loan to Kyiv as 
government-to-government lending — and therefore outside 
the debt-reduction talks. It also has said that if Ukraine de- 
faults on its debt, Moscow could oppose further IMF loans 
to the country. 

The threat is credible because both Moscow and Kyiv 
are part of the IMF, and IMF rules state that the institution 
cannot make new loans, or release additional tranches of 
funds under existing loan programs, to any member that is 
in arrears in its debts to another. Stopping IMF loans would 
bankrupt Ukraine because the country is dependent on IMF 
loans to stay afloat when international financial markets no 
longer regard it as creditworthy. ; 

The IMF has not taken a position publicly in the standoff. 
One reason may be that the IMF has yet to decide whether 
it regards the Russian loan as state-to-state and therefore of- 
ficial, as Moscow claims, or in fact commercial, as Ukraine 
describes it. 

“A loan isn’t ‘official’ just because it is owed to another 
government,” says Mark Weidermaier, a professor at the 
University of North Carolina and a specialist in sovereign 
debt. He says the loan has traits of both state and commercial 
lending. 

One reason Russia calls the loan state-to-state is that it lent 
Ukraine the money at 5 percent interest, well below com- 
mercial rates of 12 percent at the time. Yet the Eurobond was 
purchased as an investment by Russia’s sovereign wealth 
fund, which in part supports Russia’s pension system. That 
suggests it was expected to make a profit and is commercial. 

How the IMF will respond to this ambiguity is hard to 
predict. Some of the early voices in what could become an 
increasingly loud public debate say the IMF’s own goal of 
reducing Ukraine’s debt burden would be best served by 
privately pushing Moscow to abandon its demand for full 
repayment and negotiate a lower sum with Kyiv. 

“The IMF surely is aware that one of the things it can do 
to make a deal happen is leave uncertain how it is going to 
treat this loan,” says Weidermaier, who comments for Credit 
Slips, an academic blog about financial-policy issues. 

“If the Russians are given 100 percent certainty that the 
IMF will treat this as an official loan and allow Russia to 
veto further IMF disbursements, then Russia has no incen- 
tive to negotiate whatsoever,” Weidermaier says. 

But other commentators say the IMF should urge Ukraine to 
pay up in full, thus neutralizing the issue as a lever over Kyiv. 

“Russia is. never going to agree to the IMF-imposed debt 
[reduction] operation and I think that ultimately the IMF will 
tell Ukraine to pay it and in the medium to long term that 
is probably in Ukraine’s best interest,” says Adam Swain, a 
professor of economic geography at the University of Not- 
tingham, who recently commented on the issue for the Fi- 
nancial Times. 

Swain adds that Ukraine has no clear third choice. If it 
simply refuses to pay the full amount or suspends payment, 
it automatically falls into default on a Eurobond, a status 
that would delay its prospects for returning to international 
commercial-lending markets in 2017, something it needs to 
again grow its economy. 
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Чому солдати з Європи 
воюють за Україну? 


(Голос Америки) «Майже всі 
європейці є колишніми професійними 
солдатами і служили в арміях своїх країн 
або у французькому Іноземному легіоні, і 
вони прагнуть знову пережити те, що й у 
попередніх конфліктах», - пише автор. 

Один з них, громадянин Великої 
Британії Кріс Гаррет, свого часу слу- 
жив у британській армії та брав участь 
у розмінуванні поблизу кордону між 
Таїландом і М'янмою. До «Азова» він 
приєднався, побачивши оголошення на 
сторінці полку в мережі Facebook із 3a- 
кликом до всіх, хто має бодай елементарні 
військові навички, здатен надавати першу 
допомогу чи бути волонтером. 

Своє рішення воювати за Україну Гаррет 
пояснює так: «Оскільки я сам з невеликого 
острова |Великої Британії), то якби хтось 
прийшов і завоював його, я сподівався б, 
що хтось прийде та допоможе їх (окупантів) 
вигнати. Для мене кожна країна - навіть 
якщо вона оточена суходолом - кожна 
країна є островом у цьому сенсі». 

Водночас мотивація більшості 
європейців, які воюють на боці України, 
є складною, пише автор. Для деко- 
го це боротьба за консервативні та 
націоналістичні цінності - як, наприклад, 
для 42-річного Гарлі з Франції, який слу- 
жив у морському флоті Франції. За його 
словами, він допомагає Україні у війні 
з Росією (на його руці - браслет з напи- 
сом «В... U Putim»), але приєднався came 
до «Азова» тому, що їхня політична про- 
грама була близькою до його власного 
світогляду. 

Цей полк часто називають неонациста- 
ми, однак «реальність складніша», пише 


Аллен: один з європейських солдатів 
сказав йому, що «якщо ви хочете знайти 
нацистів, то потрапили туди, куди треба», 
інший - що за його оцінками, нацистами 
можна назвати лише 20% бійців полку, a 
швед Дейвид Еріксон - що майже 100% 
іноземців не є нацистами. «Вони тут для 
того, щоб воювати», - сказав він. 

З розгортанням конфлікту політичні 
погляди солдатів втрачали актуальність. 
Тепер «більшість цих чоловіків, як 
виглядає, більше хвилює захист Європи 
та війна проти Росії, аніж суверенітет чи 
політичне майбутнє самої України», - 
пише Аллен. 

Багато з цих європейських солдатів 
приєдналися до «Азова» He через 
політичні погляди - для них це просто 
був найлегший шлях потрапити на війну. 
Наприклад, «Грек», 33-річний колишній 
солдат грецької армії та французького 
Іноземного легіону, каже, що, як 1 багато 
інших, воює задля війни. Такі бійці, за 
його словами, мають «неспокійну» вдачу 
та «шукають пригод». Дехто з них спершу 
навіть розглядав можливість приєднатися 
до сепаратистів. 

У світі залишилося дуже мало місць, 
де такі шукачі пригод можуть зазнати го- 
стрих відчуттів, пише Аллен. 

«Киття на лінії фронту - це існування 
на межі смерті; з близькістю до власної 
смертності | багато | хто, здається, 
переживає апогей найгостріших відчуттів 
свого життя - братерство, адреналін, при- 
годи, виживання, мета. Для солдатів, які 
колись уже отримали такі відчуття в боях, 
нагода взяти участь у ще одній війні - це 
захоплива перспектива», — пише він. 


Чи чекати Україні 
третього Майдану? 


Віталій Портников, Радіо Свобода 
«Починається третій Майдан» - що- 
разу, коли в Києві відбувається щось 
трагічне, коли ми стаємо свідками 
зіткнення протестувальників з правоохо- 
ронцями, я чую цю фразу. Пов'язана ця 
фраза з наступним: ті, хто промовляє її, 
просто не розуміють, що таке Майдан. 
Майдан - це не технології, це навіть не 
мітинг протесту. Майдан - це розгніваний 
народ. Ось саме так: не «розгнівані 
містяни з Болотної» в модних костю- 
мах і з новими гаджетами, а розгніваний 
народ у чорних куртках і кепках. I ще 
дебільна влада, яка не вірить в те, що 
цей розгніваний народ виходить на вули- 
цю сам по собі. Саме тому в Росії ніколи 
не буде Майдану, бо розгнівані містяни 
в ній (швидше, в Москві - не в Росії) 
були, є і ще будуть, а розгніваний народ 
спостерігається тільки в давній історії. І 
то він найчастіше мовчить прямо на сцені. 
І саме тому українських майданів ми 


-теж не скоро дочекаємося. Не тому, що 


розгніваного народу більше немає, а тому, 
що більше немає дебільної влади. Вся до 
Росії втекла. Точніше, майже вся. 
Українці у 2004 році виходили не так 
на Майдан, а на мітинг за чесні вибори. 
Влада взяла і начхала на них, а вони за- 
лишилися на площі. І їх на цій площі 
ставало все більше i більше. Влада, 
замість того щоб розпочати діалог, поча- 
ла розмірковувати про те, як їх розігнати і 
як легітимізувати фальсифікацію виборів. 


Далі ви знаєте - все завершилося достро- 


ковими виборами. 

І в 2013 році українці виходили не так 
на Майдан. Вони виходили на мітинг за 
продовження політики євроінтеграції. 
Багато хто вже думав роз'їжджатися по 
регіонах і пропагувати «за Європу». Але 
тут влада взяла й побила їх. Тому що 
дебільна. І люди розгнівалися - а що б ви 


зробили на їхньому місці? Перечитали б 
Пушкіна i розплакалися? А потім Лермон- 
това, Блока, Бродського... O, у російської 
поезії такий злет вільного духу - це ж не 
українська культурна провінція! Коротше 
кажучи, поки ви декламували, вони вже 
зібралися. А влада стала думати, як їх 
розігнати. А їх все більше і більше. Все 
скінчилось тим, що Янукович утік і зараз 
теж, напевно, читає Бродського. Або Хо- 
дасевича. Я ж не знаю, хто більше йому 
подобається. 

Для того, щоб Майдан повторив- 
ся, необхідно, щоб громадяни вийшли 
на мітинг, а влада зробила вигляд, що 
їх немає, почала би ставити на площі 
новорічну ялинку і думати, як присутніх 
розігнати. Але нинішня київська влада 
пройшла два Майдани. І вона точно знає 
все про технології і про народ. Влада 
двічі з жахом дивилася на народ з трибун 
Майдану. Круглими очима. Я запам'ятав 
ці очі. Це Янукович міг думати, що весь 
народ прийшов на площу прямо з аме- 
риканського посольства. І Путін, напев- 
но, думає так само, що під посольством 
США є тунелі, в яких ховаються десять 
мільйонів морських піхотинців, переодяг- 
нених розгніваними містянами. 

Порошенко і Яценюк так думати не 
зможуть, навіть якщо захочуть. Звичай- 
но, люди, які так думають, в українській 
політиці є. Але Владімір Владімірович 
Путін відібрав у цих людей електорат і 
посадив цей електорат під замок Криму, 
«ДНР» 1 «ЛНР». Тож їхні фантазії мало 
кому тепер цікаві. 

Саме тому можуть бути  мітинти, 
демонстрації, кризи, відставки. І навіть 
трагедії можуть бути - ми добре це 
розуміємо. Хіба це не трагедія, коли ті, 
хто виступає за суверенітет України, ки- 
дають гранату в хлопців, які захищають 
суверенітет України? Трагедія, горе і сором. 
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Бій за контрабанду: хто 
розстрілює мобільні групи? 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Генштаб Збройних сил України 
зацікавлений у виявленні винних у 
розстрілі 2 вересня на Луганщині мобільної 
групи з протидії контрабанді, запевняють у 
прес-службі Генштабу. Там не відкидають 
жодної з версії, зокрема й ту, що контрабан- 
ду в тому районі покривали окремі пред- 
ставники Збройних сил. На цій версії напо- 
лягають волонтери та керівник Луганщини 
Георгій Тука, який назвав імовірного за- 
мовника убивства своїм ворогом. Між тим, 
військова прокуратура просить посадовців, 
волонтерів та громадян не озвучувати своїх 
оцінок 1 версій події, бо це, мовляв, шкодить 
слідству. У прокуратурі не виключають, що 
борців з контрабандою могла атакувати 
російська сторона конфлікту на Донбасі. 

Волонтер Андрій  Галущенко та 
співробітник фіскальної служби Дмитро 
Жарук загинули від закладених мін та 
куль снайпера, коли у складі мобільної 
групи з протидії контрабанді рухали- 
ся в околицях міста Щастя поблизу 
Сіверського Дінця - таку версію подій, 
що сталися 2 вересня, озвучують у прес- 
службі АТО. За цим повідомленням, на 
місце прибуло підкріплення, яке врятува- 
ло інших учасників мобільної групи, що 
отримали поранення. Тоді як диверсійна 
група сепаратистів, якій приписують на- 
пад, відійшла за Сіверський Донець, 
повідомляють у прес-службі АТО. 

Ця офіційна версія подій одразу ж зазнала 
жорсткої критики від друзів та колег Галу- 
щенка та Жарука. Так, керівник Луганської 
обласної військово-цивільної адміністрації 
Георгій Тука в інтерв'ю «5 каналу» заявив, 
що знає ім'я того, хто організував атаку на 
борців із контрабандою. 

«Оскільки напередодні були спроби 
домовитися і погрози, я переконаний, що 
це було просто вбивство, до якого ніякі 
сепаратисти не причетні. Це зробив хтось 
із наших - підготовлені структури або 
ж підрозділи, які контролюють у цьому 
секторі лінію розмежування. Ідеться про 
92-у бригаду. Я вже цій людині не просто 
сказав, я написав, що зі звичайнісінького 
зрадника й «бариги» він перетворився на 
убивцю. Hi про які зустрічі, перемовини 
вже не йдеться. Я буду його знищувати», — 
пообіцяв Тука, пояснивши, що він з одно- 
думцями збирають докази проти тих, хто, 
на) їхню думку, причетний до розстрілу 
мобільної групи. 

За словами Туки, мобільна група пра- 
цювала в зоні дії цього підрозділу, і 
зібрала чимало інформації щодо зв'язку 
його представників з контрабандою. 

Збройні сили долучилися до пошу- 
ку тих, хто розстріляв мобільну гру- 
пу з протидії контрабанді, вони самі 
зацікавлені знайти винних, запевнив 
Радіо Свобода речник Генштабу Владис- 
лав Селезньов. 

«За фактом нападу на мобільну гру- 
пу 2 вересня на Луганщині призначили 
розслідування. До складу робочої групи, 
що перевіряє всі факти трагедії, ввійшли 
представники СБУ та військової служ- 
би правопорядку у Збройних силах. Ми 
сприяємо слідству, бо чи не найбільше 
зацікавлені в тому, щоб розслідувати 
злочин, знайти винних у трагедії. Ми 
впевнені, що винні мають понести 
кримінальну відповідальність», - заува- 
жив речник Генштабу. 

За його словами, робоча група не 
відкидає й версії, яку озвучили Георгій 
Тука та частина волонтерів, що у розстрілі 
мобільної групи можуть бути зацікавлені 
офіцери українських підрозділів ЗСУ, що 
діють на тій території. 

«Нам відомо про цю версію. І ми 
вважаємо, що кожен громадянин, який має 
факти про цей злочин, має повідомити їх 
слідству — це дійсно важливо», — сказав він. 

Також Селезньов повідомив, що триває 
розслідування і щодо загибелі бійця 80-ї 
бригади ЗСУ з позивним «Тайфун», який, 
за словами Георгія Туки, виїхав на місце 
розстрілу мобільної групи 3 вересня, щоб 
«перевірити одну з версій злочину». 

Невипадковою вважають загибель тих, 
хто розслідував контрабанду, і учасники 


«волонтерського десанту» в Міноборони, 
серед яких i Юрій Бірюков. 

«Група погодила свій маршрут, і після 
цього вона потрапила в засідку. Збіг? 
Ні, не зі штабами та з генералами. З 
підполковниками і полковниками однієї 
з бригад. Загинув волонтер і друг. Заги- 
нув податківець і колега. На них чекали. 
Хтось, можливо, дав їм коридор проходу 
через лінію зіткнення», - так виклав свою 
версію подій Бірюков. 

В СБУ розглядають кілька версій 
трагедії, запевнив журналістів радник го- 
лови Служби безпеки Юрій Тандіт. 

«Розглядаємо кілька версій, в тому 
числі напад диверсійно-розвідувальної 
групи. Після того, як оглянули місце 
трагедії, ми проводимо оперативні захо- 
ди», - зауважив Тандіт. 

Головний військовий прокурор України 
Анатолій Матіос, зі свого боку, попросив 
усіх, хто щось знає про трагедію, давати 
свідчення, допомагати слідству, а не озву- 
чувати свої версії публічно. 

«Всі версії розслідуються, проводяться 
в тому числі негласні слідчі дії. Публічні 
коментарі голові Луганщини та іншим 
громадянам краще лишити при собі, бо це 
шкодить слідству. Я розумію емоції голови 
Луганської обласної військово-цивільної 
адміністрації. Але треба розуміти, що дії 
диверсійно-розвідувальної групи навмис- 
не можуть виконуватися так, щоб викли- 
кати внутрішній розбрат». 

За словами Матіоса, слідство перевіряє 
і | версію | отримання військовими 
неправомірної вигоди від товарних потоків, 
і версію з диверсійно-розвідувальної групи. 

Прокурор повідомляє, що слідчі нині 
працюють у небезпечних умовах, при- 
близно у 200 метрах від лінії розмежуван- 
ня, 1 не виключено, що розголос довкола 
трагедії може загрожувати їхньому жит- 
тю. Матіос запевняє, що наразі звинува- 
чувати керівників 92-ї бригади в нього 
немає підстав. 

Водночас, за його словами, рух товарів 
через лінію розмежування вигідний се- 
паратистам та Росії, бо в разі припинен- 
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DakhaBrakha 
returns to Edmonton 


(UkrNews/BottomLine)—The 
Arden Theatre in St. Albert is 
pleased to present award-winning 
world music group DakhaBrakha 
as part of The Arden Theatre Pro- 
fessional Series on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 27. 

This original quartet from Kyiv 
has mesmerized audiences from 
around the world with unforget- 
table fresh music. 

They call their music “ethnic 
chaos”. 

We call it “White Voice” with 
black rhythm. 

“A beautiful metaphor’ was 
Marko Halanevych, the sole male 
member of the quartet’s reaction 
upon hearing that description dur- 
ing an interview with Ukrainian 
News at the 2014 Edmonton Folk 
Music Festival, Aug. 9 of that year. 

While black rhythm refers to 
their use of traditional African 
percussion instruments and beats, 
“White Voice” (“Bilyi Holos” in 
Ukrainian) refers to a unique style 
of polyphonic voice projection par- 
ticular to Ukrainian folk tradition. 
Initially it was developed so that 
singers could carry their sounds for 
long distances across farm fields. 

Accompanied not only by Afri- 
can, but also Indian, Arabic, and 
Australian traditional instrumen- 
tation, the quartet’s astonishingly 
powerful and uncompromising 
vocal range creates a trans-national 
sound rooted in Ukrainian culture. 

The objective, said Halanevych, 
was to give “a new breath, new 
life, new understanding and a con- 
text which is understandable to the 
contemporary listener all over the 
world from Australia to Canada,” 
speaking in Ukrainian. 


They have a formidable stage 
presence with the three women, 
Iryna Kovalenko, Olena Tsibulska 
and Nina Garenetska, wearing tall 
fur hats somewhat akin to an exag- 
gerated Kozak cap but with no real 
ethnic origin. They are just stage 
props, explained Halanevych. 

Theatrics play a large role for the 
band. DakhaBrakha, which roughly 
means “give and take” from the 19" 
century Hrynevych dictionary, was 
created in 2004 at the Kyiv Cen- 
ter of Contemporary Art “DAKH” 
by the avant-garde theatre direc- 
tor — Vladyslav Troitskyi. The three 
women had been friends for 20 years 
and at that time were all students at 
the National University of Ukraine 
in Kyiv studying folkloric music and 
theatre. Halanevych, then an actor, 
soon joined. 

Having experimented with 
Ukrainian folk music, the band 
then added rhythms of the sur- 
rounding world into their music, 
thus creating bright, unique and 
unforgettable image of Dakha- 
Brakha to open up the potential of 
Ukrainian melodies and to bring it 
to the hearts and consciousness of 
the younger generation in Ukraine 
and the rest of the world as well. 

At the crossroads of Ukrainian 
folklore and theatre their musical 
spectrum is intimate then riotous, 
plumbing the depths of contempor- 
ary roots and rhythms, inspiring 
“cultural and artistic liberation”. 

Tickets for DakhaBrakha are 
$35 (plus facility fee), and can be 
purchased in person at the Arden 
Theatre Box Office (5 St. Anne 
Street), by phone at 780-459-1542, 
or through Ticketmaster* at 1-855- 
985-5000 or ticketmaster.ca. 


U.S., EU widen sanctions on Russia 


(RFE/RL)—The United States 
and the European Union are wid- 
ening sanctions against dozens of 
Russians and Ukrainian individ- 
uals and entities with connections 
to Crimea’s annexation and the on- 
going violence in eastern Ukraine. 

In an announcement published in 
the U.S. Federal Register on Sep- 
tember 2, the U.S. administration 
said it was adding 29 people to its 
sanctions list. 

Some of those added have ties 
to Kremlin-linked insiders and 
companies who were previously 
sanctioned, including Gennady 
Timchenko, a wealthy oil trader 
believed to be close to President 
Vladimir Putin. 

A total of 33 companies or other 
entities were cited, including sub- 
sidiaries of state-owned oil giant 
Rosneft, headed by Putin ally Igor 
Sechin, and the company that manu- 
factures Kalashnikov assault rifles. 
Crimea’s top ferry operator and sey- 
eral ports on the Black Sea penin- 
sula, which was annexed by Russia 
in March 2014, were also blacklisted. 

Among other things, the sanc- 
tions, imposed by the Commerce 
Department, make it more difficult 
for the companies and individuals 
to get export licenses for goods and 
materials from the United States. 

The European Union, mean- 
while, said it would extend the 
freezing of assets and visa bans 
for 150 Russians and Ukrainian 
separatists, along with 37 compan- 
ies and entities either located in 
Crimea or having ties to separatist 
units in eastern Ukraine. 

The announcement — expands 
the sanction list first imposed last 


year by the 28-member bloc, and 
had included other top Russian of- 
ficials such as Deputy Prime Min- 
isters Dmitry Rogozin and Dmitry 
Kozak. 

In Moscow, the Foreign Ministry 
called the new sanctions illegitim- 
ate and added to “hostile actions” 
taken by the United States against 
Russia. Moscow warned it would 
respond with unspecified retalia- 
tory measures. 

“The action of the United States 
devalues the signals that it is in- 
terested in cooperating with us in 
resolving myriad pressing inter- 
national problems,” the ministry 
said in a statement. “The United 
States should have no illusions 
that it could continue this course 
without negative consequences for 
themselves,” it said. 

Other top Russian and Ukrainian 
officials who were previously sanc- 
tioned by the United States include 
Vladislav Surkov, an influential aide 
to Putin; Valentina Matviyenko, 
head of Russia’s upper house of par- 
liament; and Viktor Yanukovych, the 
Ukrainian president who was ousted 
amid violent protests in Kyiv in Feb- 
ruary 2014. 

The crisis in Ukraine has sent 
relations between the West and 
Moscow to lows not seen since the 
Cold War. Russia has struggled to 
prop up Crimea’s economy, which 
is now all but cut off from Ukraine. 
Fighting in eastern Ukraine has 
ebbed in recent days, according to 
international observers. 

More than 7,900 people are esti- 
mated to have died in the conflict, 
according to United Nations esti- 
mates. 
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DakhaBrakha performing at the 2014 Edmonton Folk Fest 
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UOC-MP metropolitan invokes 
God to avoid traffic ticket 


By Anna Shamanska 

(RFE/RL)}—To be far, the 10 
Commandments do not say “Thou shalt not 
violate traffic rules.” 

So one can understand the frustration 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Moscow Patriarchate’s metropolitan, Pavlo, 
when Kyiv police stopped his luxury sedan 
just as he was entering the holy workplace. 

According to traffic police, his black 
S-class Mercedes, with driver Petro at the 
wheel, ignored a sign that prohibits driving 
on the street that leads to the Pechersk Lavra 
monastery complex. 

A video of Pavlo confronting police and 
leaving the scene without a fine shows the 
clergyman invoking God as a witness to 
his innocence — or at least as proof of the 
greater guilt of others. 

The clip, which had nearly 1 million views 
by September 8, shows a seemingly vexed 
police officer asking the visibly irritated 
metropolitan for the license of his driver. 

“Have you been to church today? Think 
about your soul, then you can ask me 
questions,” Pavlo fires back. 

When the officer asks if the metropolitan’s 
22 years of service allows him to violate 
traffic rules, Pavlo repeats his response. 
“Have you violated the rules today? Have 
you been to church?” he says again. 

To a final police reproach the metropolitan 
answers: “That’s alright, glory to God.” He 
then shuts his car door and the vehicle drives 
away. 

When the video emerged online, Kyiv 
police published a statement on their 
Facebook page explaining why the officers 
hadn’t detained Раміо or his driver. 

“Given the presence of a large number of 
believers, the patrol decided not to escalate 
the conflict and not to take measures to arrest 
the offender,” the statement reads. “The 
heads of the patrol department have looked 


\ 


into this.” 

In an interview with Ukraine’s Channel 
17 TV, Pavlo said he had taken the same 
road without any problems for the past 22 
years. “I never violate traffic rules, because 
I know what the implications are. I always 
say, ‘When you drive fast, they will carry 
you slowly,’” Pavlo said. 

But some have asked the police to fine 
Pavlo after the fact, saying there is video 
evidence of a violation. “If he won’t pay 
the fine ... just take away the license plates,” 
Vitaliy Sych, chief editor of Novoye 
Vryemya magazine, wrote on his Facebook 
page. 

Social-media users also poked fun at 
Pavlo’s “Have you been to church today?” 
line, speculating that it could be a lifesaver. 

Journalist Azad Safarov imagined a few 
useful conversations: “’Son, why did you 
beat up Vova?’ ‘Why, have you been to 
church today?” or “You’re drunk again, 
you scoundrel!’ ‘But Zina, have you been to 
church today?’” 

Elsewhere was a satirical graphic with 
a priest standing next to a Lamborghini 
Diablo, or “Devil.” The caption reads, “This 
moming Diablo was exorcised from father 
Yenakenty’s Lamborghini.” 

As for his fancy car, Pavlo told Channel 17 
that he “didn’t look into it” but it is “two or 
three years old.” 

“It’s not а beatitude, it’s a means of 
transportation,” the metropolitan said with a 
smile. 

Pavlo explained that he had a few cars but 
they all work for the Pechersk Lavra. They 
are used to “drive sick people to hospitals” 
or help orphanages, he said. 

In 2012 Ukrainian media reported that the 
metropolitan was given a Lexus LS 460 for 
his 51st birthday. 

Anna Shamanska is a correspondent for 
RFE/RL Current Time TV 
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17 TV, Pavlo said he had taken the same 
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say, “When you drive fast, they will carry 
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But some have asked the police to fine 
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